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THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CONTRACTOR. 


HE indirect problems connected with the prose- 
cution of the war have been both numerous and 
difficult, and have, unfortunately, been enor- 
mously complicated by the inexplicable reluctance 

he of those in authority to avail themselves of 
ent assistance they could have had for the asking, and 


comp 
gon, difficulties none have been more complex than those 
onne ted with building in all its branches. It may hardly be 
an eX: ggeration to state that of an enormous total sum paid 
for bu. ldings in connection with the war something like one- 
third of the total cost might have been saved to the community 


by wiser action on the part of those in authority. In every 
unt’ in the United Kingdom barracks, aerodromes, factories, 
gunit:on works, as well as housing schemes, have been put in 
jand, often under extraordinarily difficult conditions, owing to 
hort: ses of material and labour, difficulties of transport, and 
the necessity for speedy completion. The manner in which the 
witho: ities have failed to recognise the value of the services 


if professional architects in connection with such schemes is 
uwfor'unately a matter of common knowledge to all in the 
profession and many outside its ranks ; but, in addition to this, 


there nas been a total failure on the part of the authorities to 
reognise the essential difficulties of the problem of building 
md tie means which were ready at their disposal to solve the 
problem in the best and most efficient manner. 
Conditions of labour and the distribution of available materia! 
wry in different localities, and it would seem obvious common 
wise to employ in each of such districts men having a lifelong 
nowlodge of the problems of their locality ; nor need this have 
ben difficult to effect, for the local associations of contractors 
il over the country formed a ready-made reservoir of such 
mowledge. No section of the community have been more patri- 
die and disposed to help than the great body of contractors ; 
none had a greater claim to the consideration of authorities ; for, 
wdinary work being almost completely stopped for the period 
ifthe war, the contractors’ only chance has been to secure some 
ifthe war contracts which have been carried out. It will also be 
wted that the building trades are essentially democratic in their 
oyanisation, and thata very large number of the great contractors 
ifto-day have worked their way up from the ranks by individual 
ort. and have proved their fitness for the positions which they 
tld by the most practical of all tests which could be applied. 
Under all these circumstances, it seems almost inconceivable 
that the authorities should have failed to make full use of the 
uachinery ready to their hands; but such is, unfortunately, the 
fase, in nd in many towns containing first-rate contractors no 
mgle contract has been allotted locally. The same holds true 
{the London district, where many contractors of eminence 
lave had no war work given them, while large contracts have 
ven placed in the hands of men, some of w hom have had little past 
‘nce, chosen by a system of arbitrary individual selection 
thich has ever y appearance of favouritism, though we do not for 
imoment allege th: at the system has not been based on a founda- 
ton of perfect honesty and good intention. The results of the 
Wstemn, or want of system, have been shown in the continuous 
hbou : diffic ‘ulties, large ly arising out of the fact that the services 
ff those with local knowledge have not been utilized, in the 
jiymment of large extra sums for impcrted labour with lodging 
ilowances in cases where the employment of the best local 
‘tractors would have eliminated the difficulty ; while the effect 
tas been to cause labour troubles, which have increased the cost 
if war work and will hamper the craft of building after the 
urn of peace. And all these troubles might have been 
verted if the Government had taken the contractors’ associa- 
‘ons and federations into consultation, and had asked them to 
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indicate in each district the most suitable men to carry out 
contracts for different classes of work. It is somewhat ludicrous 
that all this should occur at a time when the brand new depart- 
ment, entitled the Ministry of Reconstruction, has been 
working out plans for the better organisation of industries in 
the future, and is one of the many Gilbertian situations which 
have arisen with such frequency during the war. Like Nero 
fiddling when Rome was burning, such disregard of the obvious 
makes the average man wonder whether we have learned 
anything from the lessons of war, or whether, like the Bourbons, 
our rulers can never learn anything from events. 

Neither in first cost or in any other way have the authorities 
gained anything by what they have done, and admitting that 
the prosecution of war is an enormous task, which must entail 
much mistaken effort, is it not common sense to cut down 
responsibility as much as possible by making use of the 
collective experience and knowledge of important sections of 
the community for the welfare of the whole ? The business 
of a large contractor is a very complicated and intricate one: 
he has in the first place to find where to purchase his materials, 
in the second to know the details of the local labour markets, 
in the third to organise his production with a view to eliminate 
waste and keep down costs. The successful contractor has 
therefore to build up a complicated machine, the parts of which 
he proves by experience, adding here and eliminating there 
until he obtains a good working result, especially adapted to 
the requirements of his own district. His knowledge of the 
local conditions of labour enables him to know where he can 
find the best men, his permanent staff contains men who are 
versed in dealing with local difficulties, but by the methods 
employed all these advantages have been disregaraed. At a 
time like the present a fair and well-considered distribution 
of work is what should be aimed at; it is not in the public 
interest that one contractor should have more than he can 
readily cope with while others of experience and position have 
none, and this state of things has been produced and exag- 
gerated by the action of the authorities—taken in the teeth 
of suggestions and help offered to them by which the evil 
would have been averted. 

We hear from day to day of new schemes involving State 
control or interference with some occupation or other in the 
supposed interests of the community, but surely such examples 
as the treatment accorded to the building trade by ‘the 
Government of the day does not justify further extensions of 
the powers of the authorities, nor do the actions of those 
authorities make us imagine they really desire what Dr. 
Addison has told us they wish—that each trade shall regulate 
its own affairs—for if so, would not those who are so willing 
to draw up new constitutions set an example by fully con- 
sulting and working in accordance with the existing federations 
and associations of building trades employers in matters 
which are well within their scope? In the best type of 
contractor we have a typical instance of the trained adminis- 
trator, the man whose success depends not only on his know 
ledge of a highly technical and difficult calling, but one who 
has learnt to deal with men. No Government of a democracy 
can afford autocratically to dispense with the assistance of 
trained organisations of men, which are small democracies 
within the Commonwealth ; no body of officials can, without 
inflicting loss on the community, dispense with, their co-opera- 
tion. The great art of gowernment is to avoid the creation of 
unnecessary responsibility, by utilising to the. full the services 
of those who have learnt in their lives and callings the nature 
of leadership and co-operation and the manner in which they 
can be most easily and effectively ensured. 
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NOTES. 


THE 
The After Russian Revolution, which 
Effects of has opened the gates of a 
Revolution. oreat power to its enemies, 

has its echo in a proposal 
alluded to in the Times, of pulling down 
or otherwise destroying the Romanoff 
monuments of Petrograd, some of which 
are of great beauty. Scaffolding has been 
erected round them, including the eques- 
trian statue of Nicholas I and the Alexan- 
der Column in front of the Winter Palace, 
but it is not yet known whether they are 
to be removed, or simply covered up. 
It is difficult to see how an effective 
protest can be made to a people who 
have committed so many greater follies, 
but if any protest is in the least likely to 
be effectual it should be made by the 
more civilized, if less democratic, states 
of Western Europe and America. A 
monument, whether to a tyrant or to a 
reformer, has two aims—one historical 
and social and the other aesthetic—and 
the Russian people may well be asked to 
remember the dual meaning of what they 
destroy but may not be able to replace. 
The best way to obliterate the historical 
and social message of the monuments to 
1 ‘‘ tyranny ” is to set up in the country, 
whose soil bears their weight, a govern- 
ment actuated by justice and reason, 
and if it does this the remembrance of 
less happy states which monuments may 
emphasise will only add to the security 
of the happier present. The"removal or 
covering up of the Romanoff monuments 
is in any case somewhat premature, since 
one of the alleged German plans is that 
the former capital of the Russian Empire 
should be included in the confines of a 
Greater Finland to be directed by Ger- 
many. A touch or two of the chisel 
would remove any inscription to a 
Romanoff, and a little more work would 
substitute one to the German Michael 
in shining armour, or to his revered 
and venerated grandfather, or to Queen 
Luise of Blessed Memory. 


The Birmincuan, which, in peace 
Automatic times, had a reputation (we 
Pee al believe a spurious one) of 

carrying on a profitable line 
of business in making idols for foreign 
consumption, is now interested in housing. 
From the Birmingham Post we give the 
following quotation, which shows that 
we may have an automatic cottage 
designer launched upon the world, we 
hope to its benefit:—“<I am now 
working, on the standardisation of 
cottages, a post-war proposition-— 


not so horrid at it sounds. ——-, who 
was the architect of my house, and 
I, are working at it together. Our 


aim is to set up a series of standard 
dimensions for all materials on the 
metric basis, thereby instituting a sort 
of keyboard from which it will be possible 


recent course of the ~ 
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to make innumerable designs. One of 
the problems has been the entire elimina- 
tion of wood—rather a teazer. We are 
aiming at doing away with all traditions— 
no more dirty houses or ingle-nooks— 
by using materials in their true functions 
—concrete walls and floors (covered) 
flat roofs, big sheets of glass, metal doors, 
frames, windows, cupboards, everything. 

; It will reduce the cost of 
building twenty-five per cent. at least. 
I had an awful job with —— at first, as 
he is essentially an artistic architect, but 
the simplicity of the scheme has struck 
him, and some of the designs he has 
made from our standards are fine, if 
somewhat unusual.” The idea of a 
keyboard from which it would be possible 
to make innumerable designs is rather 
terrible, for when we have reduced one 
type of building to the status of a jig-saw 
puzzle, why not another; but it may, 
in spite of our dread, become a dismal 
fact. 





Tue Bristol Housing and 
Town - Planning Committee 
have placed their scheme for 
the housing of the city before 
the Town Council, by whom it has been 
adopted. The Committee reported that 
they found the Government’s offer of 
financial assistance satisfactory. The 
Committee’s proposal is to develop five 
village suburbs on the outskirts of the 
city containing a total area of 750 acres ; 
they have provisionally arranged to 
purchase 169 acres to the north, east 
and south of the city at Thickets-road, 
Fishponds; the Speedwell, Whiteway- 
road, St. George ; St. John’s-lane, 
Bedminster ; and off Toronto-road, 
Horfield. Most of this is at Fishponds. 
The price of the land already secured is 
£27,981. It is proposed to retain the 
services of Mr. C. F. W. Dening as advisory 
architect and he will co-operate with the 
borough engineer. The proposal is to erect 
2,000 houses at the close of the war—a 
proposal which many members of the 
Council wished to amend by increasing it 
to 8,000. The Committee has been in- 
structed to amend their proposal by 
making further application to the L.G.B. 
to increase the number of houses to 
5,000. The amount of work which it is 
proposed to carry out makes it doubly 
necessary to free private enterprise from 
its present unfair burdens. 


Bristol’s 
Housing 
Proposals. 





Tue Nottingham and District 

A New Property Owners and Rate- 
Clause to nayers Association is sending 
the Finance /, ° . 
Bill, the following letter to 
various associations :—‘‘ The 
Committee of this Association, being 
convinced of the absolute necessity of 
amending legislation, earnestly request 
your support to the following new clause 
to the Finance Bill put down by Colonel 
E. Royds, M.P. (Sleaford Division) :— 
‘Increment Value Duty, Undeveloped 
Land Duty, and Reversion Duty, imposed 


[May 24, 1918. 


by Part I of the Finance (1909-10) Act, 
1910, shall not be charged, assessed, op 
collected after the passing of this Act,” 
We hope that this measure which is go 
urgently required, and has been promised 
by the Government, will, though left 
to a private member, be supported 
sufficiently to ensure the removal of a 
great stumbling block in the way of the 
proper provision of housing, which, we are 
told on every side, is so badly needed, 


THE President, in addressi 
The Annual a a 
Meeting of the annual meeting of the 
the Auc- Auctioneers and istate 
tioneers Agents’ Institute, drew «tten- 
and — tion to their flourishin» con- 
Agent a 
tm. san dition, in spite of the difficul- 
ties of the times. A third of the 
members of the Institute have joined the 
fighting forces and many of them have 
won distinctions. The auctioneers have, 


in connection with the Star and (‘arter 
Fund, provided money for the purchase 
of Ancaster House, while six rooms and 
one bed are to be endowed out of the 
funds collected, and these rooms, by the 
consent of the Queen, are to be named 


after her five sons and daughter. ‘he bed 
is to be named the John George Head 


bed, in recognition of the services rendered 
by Mr. Head when President. Many 
members are carrying out work in con- 
nection with the Ministry of Food. The 
President called attention to the injustice 
of placing auctioneers in the first scliedule 
of the Military Service (Withdrawal of 
Exemptions) Order in view of the import- 
ance to the community of the functions 
exercised by them. Attention was called 
to the action taken in the interests of 
private enterprise in housing, and the 
President alluded to the recognition of the 
profession in University training hy the 
University of London, a_ recognition 
which will be likely to be followed by 
other bodies of learning. 








© [This picturesque illustration of the outside 
stairs, Denham, was referred to by Mr. Maurice 
* before 


B. Adams in a payer he read recent, 
the Royal Society of Arts.] 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Paper Supplies, 

As our readers are aware, 2ll supplies of paper 
pave been drastically reduced, and it is only by 
exercising the greatest economy and eliminating 
all waste that we are able to keep up the Builder 
in its present form. The seriousness of the 
position cannot be over-estimated, and we 
therefore appeal te our readers to assist us in 
econvomising our supply by placing a definite 
order, either with the newsagents or with the 
publishers for copies to be delivered to them 
each week. As chance sales cannot now be 
eatered for, the course suggesteu is the only one 
to av id aisappointment. 


Melrose Abbey for the Nation. 


It is understood that the Duke of Buccleuch 
inter.ds to offer Melrose Abbey to the nation. 


Dryburgh Abbey. 

D:vburgh Abbey has been formally handed 
over to national custody by Lord Glencenner, 
who recently purchased the abbey as a gift to 
the vation. 





join: Industrial Council for the Building Industry. 


Tic inaugural meeting of the Industrial 
(oun il (Building Trades Parliament) for the 
Building Industry will be held at the Central 
Hall. Tothill-street, Westminster, S.W. 1, on 
May 29 and 30. ‘The chair will be taken by 
Shackleton, K.C.B., and opening 
addresses will be given by the President of 
the ‘.ocal Government Board (the Rt. Hon. 
i. tlayes Fisher, M.P.), the Minister of Re- 
onstruction (the Rt. Hon. Dr. Addison, M.P.), 
and the Minister of Labour (the Rt. Hon. 
G- | Roberts, M P.). 


Sir J). oJ. 
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Garden Suburbs for Bristol. 


The Bristol City Council has drawn up 4 
scheme for the creation, after the war, of five 
garden suburbs on the outskirts of the city and 
has provisionally bought 168 acres of land. 
The Corporation will be recommended to 
authorise the securing of further land, estimated 
in all at 582 acres. 


St. Paul’s Ecclesiological Society. 
Monthly visits have been arranged by this 
Society for the following Saturday afternoons :— 


May 25.—St. George-the-Martyr, Queen- 
square (Southampton-row), Holborn, W.C. 
3 p.m. A paper will be given by Mr. H. P. K. 


Skipton, F.R.Hist.Soc., entitled ‘‘ Some Asso- 
ciations with St. George’s Church, Holborn.” 
June 15.—T'wyford Abbey, 3.30 p.m., and 
afterwards West Twyford Church. 
July 13.—Merstham and Gatton Churches. 
Members meet at Merstham Church at 3.30 p.m. 


St. Olave’s Church. 

The Bill re St. Olave’s Church, Southwark— 
for the removal of the edifice and the sale of its 
site—has been read a third time in the House of 
Lords. Lord Muir-Mackenzie moved a new 
cleuse to provide that part of the sites of the 
old church and old churchyard should not be 
built upon, and that the area so excepted from 
building, being not less than one-half of the 
whole area of the existing churchyard and 
church site, should be available for enjoyment of 
the public as an open space, and should include 
the preservation of the old church tower as a 
memorial and for the purpose of affording an 
access from Tooley-street tc such open space. 
In some discussion which took place, the Mar- 
quess of Crewe opposed the amendment, remark- 
ing that the original space was rather smaller 
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than some of the rooms in their lordships’ 
country houses, and only a slight addition had 
now been made to it. Earl Curzon also said 
that to conserve the site,as an open space was 
an absolutely fantastic proposal. On a division 
the new clause was carried by 35 votes to 6. 
On the motion of Lord Muir-Mackenzie the Bill 
was then passed. 


Leeds and Town Planning. 


A paper on “ The Reconstruction of Towns” 
was given by Mr. W. T. Lancashire, the Leeds 
City Engineer, at the weekly gathering of the 
Leeds Rotary Club at the Grand Central Hotel 
recently. Mr. Lancashire, in referring to the 
lack in the past of town planning, said that local 
authorities had not been at fault as much as 
Parliament, which had not equipped them with 
sufficient powers. The amount of public money 
spent by local authorities in remedying the 
mistakes and want of foresight and planning in 
the past had been enormous. Leeds had done 
more in the direction of street widening and 
improvements in proportion to its size than any 
other town. During the last fifty years thirty- 
nine miles of street widenings and improvements 
and new roads and streets had been carried out, 
excluding new streets and widenings in connec- 
tion with condemned areas, the expenditure on 
these works having amounted to 2} millions of 
money, and the sinking fund and interest were 
responsible for rather more thana ls. rate. The 
location of new main and secondary arterial 
routes and the widening of old ones was neces- 
sarily one of the chief considerations of town 
planning. Important arterial roads should be at 
least 80 ft. wide to allow of a double line of tram- 
ways, space for two lines of vehicular traffic on 
each side, and footpaths of 15 ft. in width to 
cover the requirements of pipes and cables, and 
a line of trees on each footpath. 


, 
































The L.G.B. and R.1.B.A. Cottage Competition. 
[This sas one of the best designs submitted in the recent competition and makes a most pleasing group of buildings. ] 














Clas:D & Group of Three Cottages hadihonal 








. ’ 
ivy 


ly, ‘ 
NW 
: yA 








Design by Mr. G. J. Sk:pper, F.R.I.B.A. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE AND 
THE WAR. 


Av the thirty-fourth annual meeting of; the 
Institute of Builders, the President, Mr. Walter 
Lawrence, delivered an address. After a few 
introductory remarks, he said :— 

We have arrived. gentlemen, at a very 
critical period in the life of our industry, the 
foundations of which have been shaken by 
the great conflict which is being fought out 
upon the battlefields of Europe, and the position 
seems to be that we are upon the threshold of 
a new era; the immediate result being a general 
upheaval ‘of business. The Government has 
stepped in, with the result that every aspect 
of the building industry is affected. The 
Government, moreover, is considering what are 
called problems of reconstruction ; it aims at 
settling a housing policy, and that is so important 
a matter in itself and so closely related to 
other reconstruction needs, that it seems 
likely to involve Government control of building 
operations and of the materials required therein 
for a considerable period after the war. This, 
I hope, will be resisted to the utmost by the 
building trade in general throughout the 
country ; as, although it has accepted without 
demur all the restrictions which have been 


imposed upon it hitherto, that position has | 


been accepted only with a view of causing as 
little anxiety as possible to the Government 
during the conflict. No one, therefore, can 
question for a moment the patriotism of the 
organized building industry or the loyal support 
it has accorded to those who have the onerous 
duties of conducting this world-war. But, 
gentlemen, after the war, the policy to be 
adopted, in my opinion, must be ‘* hands off” 
the building trade; that, as pledges were 
given to the trade unions to restore their pre- 
war privileges, so also must the position prior 
to the war be restored to our trade and an end 
be made to interference from Government 
departments. : 

The Government also asks for Joint Industrial 
Councils to be set up, to formulate and voice 
the opinion of each great industry upon the 
questions which affect it. Such a Council is in 
process of formation for our industry, and 
this Institute is a participant therein; but, 
I ask, how is this possible unless the industry 
is again allowed to take control of its own 
affairs ? 

When we consider more closely how our 
industry has been affected, we find that serious 
hardship has arisen out of the conditions of 
contract under which we have so long worked ; 
we see that labour has acquired a position of 
prominence due to its great scarcity combined 
with the demand for buildings for Government 
use. The letting of work by contract at a fixed 
price has almost ceased, but the distributicn of 
work is very unequal, resulting in some firms 
having more than they can properly supervise 
and many other firms being left without any- 
thing to do. 

The training of young people for our industry 
has received a severe set-back, although it was 
admittedly inadequate previously. The effects 
of this will make themselves felt later on, as 
also will the effects of the new Education Act, 
which requires young persons to continue part- 
time education to a later age than formerly. 

The Institute represents the professional or 
craft side of our industry ; it stands for a high 
conception of what is due to builders as crafts- 
men, and what is due by builders to those who 
come to them for craftsmanship; it stands 
for honourable dealing as between members of 
the same craft, a principle upon which it is 
impossible to lay too much emphasis. 

The policy of the Institute at this juncture 
ought, in my opinion, to be directed to :— 

(1) A thorough revision of the conditions 
under which works are to be carried out by 
those engaged in the industry, so as to bring 
them into harmony with the circumstances of our 
time. In this connection your Council will 
have before it very soon a draft form of contract, 
and I ask for it your careful consideration ; and 
I would here venture to express the hope 
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that the R.I.B.A. will, appreciating the altered 
circumstances, agree upon such a revised form 
as may prove acceptable to the industry. 

(2) A constant supervision of the conditions 
under which apprentices are engaged and 
trained. Every effort should be made to 
encourage the making of apprentices and their 
training into efficient workmen. There never 
has been a time when this duty was more 
incumbent upon employers who care for the 
future of their craft. The new Education Act 
should he studied and means devised in order 
to adapt our business methods of training and 
using apprentices, so that the latter may derive 
the fullest benefit. 

(3) An active participation in the work of the 
Joint Industrial Council: the Council will not 
have executive functions, it will be purely a 
deliberative body. The force of the recom- 
mendations it will make upon any question 
submitted to its consideration will lie in the 
unanimity of the building industry, both 
workmen and employers, which lies bebind those 
recommendations. A thorough threshing out 
of all aspects of the question, a sympathetic co- 
operation in the solution of its difficulties, and 
a careful enumeration of its conclusions, must 
be aimed at. The time has come when both 
employers and employed must so unify their 
interests that they can co-operate for the 
largest number of common objects towards the 
advancement of our craft. 

(4) A careful study of the methods of con- 
tracting in our industry, with the object of 
effecting a much-needed improvement. ‘The 
position in which we find ourselves owing to the 
present and prospective demand for our work, 
the high cost of production and the scarcity of 
labour, render the moment opportune for 
dealing with this important question. Under 
the method of contracting by a fixed price, the 
contractor took all the risks and all the profits ; 
but as the risks have a habit of asserting them- 
selves to the detriment of the profits, our 
industry has hitherto been conspicuous for the 
number of its bankruptcies; a state of things 
which ought to be remedied in the interest of 
all concerned. Such methods leave out of 
consideration the labour factor, which has its 
own rather strong views about the matter; and 
the time has come when those views will require 
consideration, if the urgent question of securing 
a better output is to be solved satisfactorily. 
What appears to be needed is some method 
which shall secure at least a cert in living 
remuneration both for the contractor and his 
workmen out of every contract ; thus encourag- 
ing a full adequate output from labour; at the 
same time providing buildings, well and truly 
built, at a cost which will induce capital to flow 
freely into real estate. I am looking to a 
solution or part solution of the labour difficulties 
in the near future by either a profit-sharing or 
premium-bonus system, as it is only by the 
maximum output of every man that we can 
hope to maintain our position in the world. To 
obtain that maximum output labour must be 
taken into our confidence; the feeling of 
suspicion between the operatives and employers 
which I am afraid exists, must be removed by 
some means, and a better relationship prevail 
in the future than in the past. 

(5) A steady development of the policy 
already adopted by the Institute and set out 
in the pamphlet entitled “‘ Aims and Objects.” 

A very satisfactory beginning has been made ; 
there has been a gratifying response from the 
prcvincial building trade, as evidenced by the 
notable accession of membership which has 
taken place under my immediate predecessor in 
the chair (Mr. Godson), but the work must be 
pressed forward, and the organisation of the 
Institute extended, as rapidly as_ possible. 
There will be interesting and valuable work for 
the provincial branches to do under the heads 
I have just set out, and they must be prepared 
to do it. In the future the status which a 


builder occupies in the eyes of his fellow-° 


craftsmen and of the public, as evidenced by 
membership of this Institute, is going to be 
vastly more important than hitherto. The 
building trade is going to be revolutionised in 
many of its methods, and real craftsmanship 
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will be an important factor in effecting the 
changes involved. ” 
The examination scheme of the Institute yi 
afford to those who wish to enter the industry 
an opportunity of testing the reality of .thejp 
capabilities and accomplishments in this, one 


“of the most many-sided and difficult incustrieg 


to which a man can devote himself. Just 
consider how many other industries & builder 
touches in the pursuit of his craft: he myst 


have an intelligent interest in and understanding 
of architecture, draughtsmanship, civil cnvineer. 
ing, Sanitation, surveying, accountancy, | osting, 
and finance, and be, besides, well ac: lainted 
with the details of some twenty oth branch 
trades which are represented in a modern 
building. 

How is it possible for a man to do justice to 


a craft like ours unless he undergoes a »side and 
severe course of technical training anc! study 9 

It is the object of the Institute to do its 
utmost in this direction, and no more worthy 
object could be pursued; moreover, I feel 


confident that, with the hearty co-operation of 
the many able men who have take: up this 
question, and a recognition by the great body 
of our craft of the true necessities of the situation 


the remedy will be found, and the future status 
of our ancient craft and of those who follow it 
put upon the footing which it, and they, ought 


to occupy among the sister arts. 
It isa matter for regret that the R.I.13.A. have 


not seen fit to agree with us a form of contract 
for sub-contractors nominated by the architect ; 
had they done so I am convinced that it would 
have resulted in the removal of muc!: friction 


that arises from this particular cause. We, 
however, have had to go forward by ourselves, 
and hope in the near future to agree a form 
with the sub-contractors. 

I sincerely hope that the Joint Committee on 
Timber now sitting at the Imperial [nstitute, 
comprising architects, builders, an timber 
merchants, and on which Mr. J. 8. Holliday and 
I have the honour to represent this Institute, 
may result ina much better understancing of the 
subject, and an appreciation of the need for 
a broadening of the specifications of architects 
as compared with those that we have been 
accustomed to receive from them for many 
years past. 

I regret that the Government have not long 
ere this adopted the suggestion made by the 
building trade, of establishing a Wayes Board, 
composed of employers and operatives, to deter- 
mine the various rates of pay for men engaged 
on Government work throughout the country, 
which would, I am convinced, have saved much 
of the appalling waste of money that has taken 
place owing to the competition between the 
various Gevernment Departments for the supply 
of labour, and the orders enforced, by them upon 
certain firms to pay anything in order to draw 
labour from somebody else; many of which 
firms, unfortunately, without demur comply 
with those orders to the detriment of the other 
members of our craft; a suicidal policy, you 


must admit, inasmuch as there is only so much 
labour in the market, and the indiscrimimafe 
increase of wages and bonuses does not increase 


that amount of labour, but causes serious unrest 
among the operatives, and consequent limitation 
of output, rather than that increase which is 80 
important to the country at the moment. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I can only say that 
I sincerely hope that long before my 
is appointed we shall have seen the end of th 
struggle between the principles of liberty and the 
principles of tyranny ; that the former may be 
overwhelmingly successful, and that we maj 


uCCeSsO 


again return to our peaceful avocations, and 
continue to pursue them without In epee 
ul bene 


for many years to come, to the mu‘ 
of ourselves and mankind in gene! 





— —. 
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Architecture at the Royal Academy. 


In our article on the architectural exhibits 
the Royal Academy in our issue for the 100 
inst., we referred to the exhibits «! ‘‘ Mess 
William and Henry Hunt.” This w a 

i 


vertence and should have been Mess! 
and Edward A. Hunt, FF.R.1.B.A. 
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FUEL ECONOMY IN COOKING 
APPARATUS.* 
LECTURE III. 


Ir will be understood that the area under the 
axis and above the absorption curves f/f, g, 
or A (see diagram in our last week’s issue), 
must in each case be exactly equal to the 
corresponding area above the axis under the 
curves f, g, or h, since the total heat absorbed 
from cold to cold is zero. Also in each case the 
joint area of any pair of two lower curves, such 

s f and 7 reduced to a suitable scale, must be 
exactly equal, when the oven is empty, to that 
the curve of watts in the upper figure, because 
the whole of the watts are absorbed either in 
ating the oven or heating the surrounding 
ir. This will not be true when the oven is 
aded. In this case the difference between 
ese two areas divided by the area of the upper 
irve will represent the “ efficiency ” of oven. 
In order further to understand the relation 
Letween these ovens, consider the amount of 
power required to produce the standard tempera- 
ture effect oneach. This is shown in the figure 
}on the*screen. In this case the light oven 
es not need so much power as the medium 
1e to raise the temperature, but more after it 
once raised. On the other hand, the heavy 

«yen needs greater power at first, but very 
uch less in the later stages. 
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‘There is no doubt that the lighter oven would 
be more economical for rapid cookery occupy- 
ing anything less than half an hour, while the 
heavier type would certainly be more economical 
for the more prolonged operations. 

The total amount of heat used up at any time 
can be ascertained by calculating the area below 
the lower cutves (fig. 13). (This is shown in the 
ordinate of the upper figure.) The effective 
work of both ovens may be taken to,be the same 
as both are at the same temperature, so that it is 
possible to calculate the conditions of relative 
economy of each by determining the points at 
which the respective curves of total consump- 
tion cross one another. In the curve up to the 
point where the light curve crosses the medium 
one the light oven is more economical, while for 
a longer period the heavier type has the advan- 
tave. The degree of advantage obtainable 
from the heavier type by an earlier switching off 
of the power can also be seen. Indeed, a great 
deal of precise information can be obtained 
from the consideration of these figures. 

Each oven, in fact, should be designed not 
only for a given loading, but also for a given 
process maintained for a given’ time. It could 


* The first lecture of the course delivered by Mr. 
A. H. Barker, B.A., B.Sc., at the University College, 
Gower-street, appeared on March 15, 22. 29 and 
April 5, and the second lecture on April 12, 19, 26, 
May 3 and 10, 


THE BUILDER. 


then be designed to give a maximum degree of 
economy for that given process and time, while 
for all other processes and times it would not be 
necessarily working at its period of maximum 
economy. 

To indicate this, ovens might be classed as 
say, “7lb. ovens” or “half-hour ovens,” 
indicating that they have their point of maxi- 
mum economy for operations lasting up to half 
an hour. Above that time they would be not 
working at their point of maximum economy. 

The choice of an oven should be determined 
by these considerations—of course, in addition 
to that of strength of construction and con- 
venience. It is, however, to be feared that 
there is not at present in existence sufficiently 
precise information on the subject of what may 
be called the physics of cookery to enable any 
exact statements to be made as to the most 
efficient devices. 


Conditions of Economy of a Combustion 
Plant. 

The root cause of the extravagance of any 
cooking process requiring combustion of fuel 
either solid or gaseous, has been explained, and 
this I will recapitulate, as it is of great 
importance. If the combustion is conducted 
in an economical manner the temperature 
attained is far higher than can be used for 
cooking purposes until the temperature is 
immensely diluted. The methoa of dilution 
hitherto adopted has been cold air. Air has 
such a low heat capacity per unit volume that 
the dilution results in a volume of products of 
combustion so large as to be totally unmanage- 
able in an economical manner. No deubt, 
since air is cheap, it is a very convenient process. 

The cookery engineer seems to have been 
living up to now in an entirely different world 
from the boiler engineer. Every principle of 
economy which the latter has laboriously 
evolved has been totally disregarded by the 
former. One reason for this may be that the 
conditions to provide for are totally different. 
The industrial engineer has to provide for more 
or less continuous working of his plant. The 
work the cooking plant has to do is essentially 
intermittent! What would be economical and 
desirable for one set of conditions is not neces- 
warily so for the other. In the one case the time 
and space elements are of little importance 
compared with the economy of the process. 
The waste is in the mass and can be controlled 
altogether. In the other these two elements 
are of so much importance that economy is 
thrown to the winds. The waste takes place in 
a multitude of little operations and cannot be 
controlled in the mass. 


Efficiency of Combustion. 


If any substantial improvement in heat 
economy is to be attained, the first object to be 
aimed at is to take care of the efficiency of 
combustion ; that is to say, the engineer should 
concentrate his attention on procuring the 
combustion with the minimum possible quantity 
of air, and not allow cold air to mix with the 
products until a large part of the heat generated 
has been transferred tb some other medium of 
greater heat capacity than air. The combus- 
tion should take place in a furnace specially 
designed for no other purpose than to procure 
the maximum possitle temperature and the 
minimum possible quantity of air consistent 
with complete combustion. The temperature 
of the furnace ought to be extremely high, as 
high as is practicable, and its efficiency should 
not be interfered with by any apparatus what- 
ever. This applies in principle both to solid 
fuel and to gas. That is the first problem, the 
solution of which should receive the concen- 
trated attention of the cooking engineer, whether 
he is dealing with solid fuel or gas. 

Applying this principle to the two sources of 
heat in turn it seems that the problem of 
securing efficient combustion should be studied 
and that means should be sought whereby the 
heat could be absorbed immediately after its 
generation ; for instance, by brick work, sand, 
fireclay, or some other medium. There are 
even certain kinds of oil which may be safely 
heated to very high temperatures and which 
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might conceivably be employed, though oil”at 
first sight appears to be an unsuitable medium 
unless it could be hermetically sealed up. The 
heat of the combustion being absorbed by this 
medium, whatever it is, the supply of fuel then 
shut off, the absorbed heat may be allowed to 
do its work while cooling to the point at which 
the cooking effect ceases. These are practical 
problems which may prove most difficult to 
solve. As has been pointed out, solid fuel can 
hardly be conveniently used for any but more 
or less continuous operations. To light a fire 
with solid fuel every time a little temporary 
cooking has to be done is exceedingly trying, 
for such purposes the advantages of gas and 
electricity are pre-eminent. 


Conduction of Heat to Oven. 


Again, the means for transferring the heat in 
the flue gases to the interior of the oven is 
capable of great improvement. A flat plate 
between them is a very inefficient device. There 
are certain kinds of baking oven in which the 
heat is transferred by fixing between the flue 
and the oven a large number of hydraulic tubes 
closed at each end and each containing a small 
quantity of water. The lower ends of the tubes 
are in the furnace chamber while the greater 
part cf their length is in the oven. The heat of 
the fire boils the water in the tubes and generates 
steam at very high pressures and temperatures. 
The temperature of the steam, of course, dis- 
tributes itself along the whole length of the 
tube, which raises the temperature in the oven 
to any desired degree, depending on the steam 
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temperature, and the total area of the pipes. 
This principle is used chiefly in baking ovens, 
but in my own practice I have installed them 
for ordinary cooking purposes with the best 
results. The old-fashioned bakers’ ovens in 
which a fire is lighted inside the oven and the 
heat taken up by a mass of brickwork, the fire 
being subsequently allowed to die down and the 
bread put in, is excessively crude, but is undeni- 
ably economical in fuel, because the heat of the 
fuel immediately on its generation is absorbed 
by the brickwork in accordance with the 
principle previously described, this stored heat 
being subsequently employed to effect the 
cooking. The trouble, of course, is that this 
process gives but a very rough and inferior 
control of temperature. 


(To be continued.) 
ee ee 


The Surveyors’ Institution. 


The annual general meeting of the Institution, 
to receive the report of the Council and the 
announcement of the result of the election 
of officers for the ensuing year, will be held 
in the Lecture Hall, on Monday, May 27, 
at five o'clock. The prizes awarded to successful 
candidates in connection with the recent 
preliminary and _ professional examinations 
will be presented by the President at the 
annual general meeting. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Cutlers’; Hall, Sheffield. 


Our inset illustrations this weet: are devoted to 
the Hall of the Cutlers’ Corporation of Hal- 
lamshire. an article on which appears on the 
next page, and a reproduction of one of the 
best of Mr. Pennell’s lithographs. 
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Amiens. 


S1tr,—I was very glad to see your protest in 
the Builder about Amiens Cathedral. Can 
nothing be done to save it? So far as we can 
tell, there is no appeal to be made wnhich will 
deter the wanton outrage of the Germans except 
one founded on the force of reprisals. It would 
be a poor satisfaction indeed to destroy Cologne 
as a revenge, but to threaten its destruction as a 
safeguard fer Amiens should surely be worth 
while. We could spare twenty Colognes for 
one Amiens. lt is impossible to speak in’ 
measured terms of the irreparable losses already 
so cruelly and needlessly inflicted on the archi- 
tectural treasures of France and Belgium, but 
the crowning act of sin against the beauty of art 
would be the destruction of Amiens. None 
who has seen Amiens can fail to realise the 
calamity of its destruction, but we might quote 
here the words of Ruskin : 

** Tf you have no wonder in you for that choir 
and its encompassing circlet of light, when you 
look up into it from the cross-centre, you need 
not travel further in search of cathedrals for the 
waiting room of any station is a better place 
for you; but if if amaze and delight you at 
first, then the more you know of it the more it 
will amaze.” 

T. RaFFLES Davison. 


CUTLERS HALL : SHEFFIELD. 
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Professional Charges. 


Str,—Is it not time that architects considered 
making an increase in professional charges as 
other professions are doing? Or why not raise 
the status of the profession by having no fixed 
charges at all, thus enabling the eminent archi. 
tect to charge more for his services than his less 
talented brethren ? This system seems to work 
very well with the barristers. Why not with the 
architects ? 

A. A. QO. 


The London Society. 

The fourth ordinary general meeting of the 
session will be held on Tuesday, May 28, at 
41.30 p.m., in the Hall of the Royal Society of 
Arts, 18, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 2, when 
Mr. H. W. Fincham will give a lecture, iliug- 
trated by lantern slides, on ‘‘ The Knights of 
St. John of Jerusalem (Hospitallers) and their 
London Home.” 


Town Planning, Rosyth. 


The town planning scheme for Rosyth is now 
approaching completion. At a meeting of 
Dunfermline Town Council, Police-Judge 
Norval, convener of the Town Planning Com- 
mittee, reported that the scheme had been 
returned by the Local Government Board in 
practically the same form as the Council had 
sent it to them. 





AWE OWA 


i 


e@ 
NASA SRY 


STIBULE Ne2 
SS 


(—} 


A 


SSN 


‘FIRST FLOQR. 








‘GNYTIOH "HH NAM 1¥ "UW AS ONIMVEG V nwou¥s—OWIAS3HS “TIVH ,SYaILND 





© 
a 
t 
N 
> 
7 
z 
4 
Ww 
Q 
F 
2 
o 
WwW 
= 
EF 








© 
a 
¢ 
N 
> 
< 
= 
x 
Ww 
a 
| 
2 
o 
Wl 
= 
& 











‘QNVTIOH “H NAMIY “UW AG ONIMVEG V WHOS —"TIVH ONILENONVEG MEN 3HL PO1S3I4s4S3HS “TIVH .SYaTLND 


Tos ion, eae 





© 
a 
<. 
N 
> 
a 
= 
4 
Ww 
Q 
a 
2 
o 
Ww 
=z 
F 


fA sen ny mean IE I SB 


f 








THE BUILDER, MAY 24. 1918. 



































CUTLERS’ HALL, SHEFFIELD: BEFORE EXTENSION.—FROM A DRAWING BY MR. ALWYN H. HOLLAND. 
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Che Corporation 
Of Cutlers 


EW of the numerous provincial cratt 
companies and trading associations 
have survived to the present day, 

but one of them, the Corporation of Cut- 
lers of Hallamshire, is taking an increasingly 
important position in our modern indus- 
trial life. Unlike most of the companies 
of the City of London, the Cutlers of Hatlam- 
shire do not trace their ancestry back to 
a religious fraternity, nor are they a _ part 
of the municipal organization; they have 
neither been benefited or despoiled by the 
actions of rulers, but remain to-day what they 
were originally, a purely craft and industrial 
body. Their resemblance to the city companies 
of London is therefore slight, and their records 
have not been associated with the great events 
of history, but form a synopsis of the changing 
vicissitudes of an industry through several 
centuries marked by different economic and 
industrial standards. 

Hallamshire is first mentioned in the reign 
of Henry II, and probably corresponded at 
that time with the old Saxon manor of Hallam. 
In the reign of Edward III the title was given 
to a larger district. It may be defined as 
including the old township of Sheffield with 
Attercliffe-cum-Darnall, Brightside Bierlow, 
Ecclesall Bierlow, Upper and Nether Hallam, 
Ecclesfield Parish, Bradfield, and Handsworth. 
The jurisdiction of the Company was ultimately 
extended six miles outside these districts, 
forming an industrial kingdom - twenty-six 
milcs east and west by twenty-two miles north 
and south, considerably larger than the area 
over which most of the city companies of 
London controlled when they exercised the 
powers granted them by charters. 

The early history of the industry is a matter 
ofyeonjecture, and excepting the mention of a 
“Sheffeld Thwytel” in Chaucer, the first 
record is Leland’s reference to “ many smiths 
and cuttelars in Hallamshire,” in the reign 
of Henry VIII In Elizabeth’s reign, 
“ cutlers’ customs ”’ were referred to as being 
. ancient,” and subject to ordinances made 
* aforetime by men of the cutler’s occupation,” 
while in 1562, the trade was sufficiently flourish- 
ing to justify the re-enactment of former Acts 
prohibiting the importation of foreign cutlery 
into England. 

A document of 1564 records the proceedings of 
the Lord’s Court of Frank Pledge, at which one 
Robert Boure “took of the Lord a separate 
mark for himself for marking iron knives,” and 
it is stated that “ if anyone else shall strike 
this mark he shall forfeit to the Lord XXS. and 
make amends to the offended party.” Boure 
was to pay the Earl of Shrewsbury ld. a year 
by way of rent, this being the first recorded 
trale mark. In the roll it is recorded that 
Seventeen others were assigned marks for knives 
and one for sickles. 

__The jury who grantcd these marks were not 
till a later date specially summoned for the 
Sup -rvision of the trade, but had the power of 
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dealing with offenders presented to them by 
the cutlers and of assigning marks to craftsmen. 

The ordinances drawn up in 1565 were mainly 
directed towards the limitation of competition. 
For two weeks in the summer and four weeks 
at Christmas, no cutler might practise his 
craft, materials made by strangers might not 
be bought, nor might partially made goods 
be sold. Entrance to the trade was by appren- 
ticeship framed on the lines of the Act of Eliza- 
beth. Subsequent regulations made in 1590 
partly vitiated the exclusicn of the untrained, 
as it*was provided that admission to the cratt 
might be granted to those who paid £5, half 
of which was to go to the Ear] and the remainder 
to “* poor men of the cutler occupacion.”” When 
allowance had been made for necessary adminis- 
trative expenses little remained for the cutlers 
who were to be relieved. All fines for breach 
of the ordinances, except that mentioned, went 
to the Earl. The signatories to this document 
are described as the “hole fellowshippe and 
Company of Cutlers,” and are given as George 
Bullas, Thos. Partington, Robert [New] brande, 
Thomas Coalton, Thomas Smith, and Aleyne 
Bynny. 

A list of cutlers’ wheels enumerated among 
the Earl’s Sheffield rents in 1604, mentions 
twenty-eight shared between different holders— 
a proof of the growing importance of the trade, 
for the regulation of which further and more 
detailed ordinances were enacted in 1614, 
when seventeen cutlers who lived ont- 
side Hallamshire, in Derbyshire, agret d to 
come within its jurisdiction. The first of the 
Cutlers’ books dates from this time, and records 
that 182 cutlers had marks assigned to them. 

The death of Gilbert, the seventh Earl of 
Shrewsbury, without male issue, put an end 
to the system of patriarchal government which 
formerly existed, and the Cutlers obtained an 
Act of Parliament in 1624, by which it was 
enacted that 

‘* All persons using fo make knives, blades, 
scissors, shears, sickles, cutlery wares, and all 
other wares and manufactures within the said 
Lordship and Liberty of Hallamshire or within six 
miles compass of the same, shall be from hence- 
forth in deed and in name one body politic, 
perpetual and incorporate of one master, two 
wardens, six searchers and four-and-twenty assist- 
ants of the Commonalty of the said Company of 
Cutlers of Hallamshire.”’ 

The inclusion of the searchers as important 
officers in the executive, contrary to con- 
temporary practice, shows the importance 
attached to the function of supervision. It was 
made impossible to admit honorary freemen 
—a rule maintained with one brief exception 
down to the passing of the later Act which 
threw open the trade. ‘The constitution was an 
autocratic one, which has only been slightly 
modified by the last Act; the commonalty had 
no voice in the government of the Company. 

The increased status given by incorporation 
resulted in the rapid growth of the industry. 
182 marks had been issued prior to the Act—a 
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number which was doubled in the first year ; 
while, in 1646, 979 marks had been assigned. 

No adequate means of raising revenue was 
provided, which freyuently led to difficulty in 
later times. Such as it was, the Company’s 
income was derived from freedoms, indentures, 
fines and mark rents, none of them representing 
considerable sums. 

The number of apprentices greatly increased, 
many being boys of good family, who con- 
temporary agreements prove secured no better 
terms than their fellows. Residence in the 
master’s family was rigidly insisted on; the 
chief difference in the terms of the indentures 
drawn up was governed by whether the master 
or the apprentice was to provide the necessary 
clothes. 

Robert Soresby, who took an apprentice in 
1618 for nine years, was to find him 

‘‘ Meat, drink, lodging and necessary washing ; 
and towards apparell to pay him during the first 
and second years 8d.; third and fourth 13s 4d.; 
fifth and sixth 20s.; seventh 30s. ; 8th 40s.; 
ninth 50s. 

When in 1624 he took another apprentice, 
he provided him with clothes and paid him 
8d. a year for the first seven years, and 40s. 
for the two last years. The apprentice was 
granted few holidays, and was expected to 
perform household tasks in his leisure. It was 
also customary to allow him to attend school 
for a few weeks in each year. It was not until 
1728 that it was forbidden to a master to take 
an appre ntice who was less than twelve years 
old. The practice of paying premiums was first 
introduced about 1632, 40s. being a usual 
amount; but the amount of these premiums 
was largely increased towards the end of the 
eighteenth century, when sums of £20 and up. 
wards were of frequent occurrence. 

A fruitful source of aifficulty arose out of the 
powers given to overseers and churchwardens 
to quarter poor upon householders, 
sometimes with and at other times without the 
payment of a small premium. The cutler was 
forbidden to take a second apprentice until two 
years before the time of the first apprentice was 
expired, but the quartering of “ parish appren- 
tices ” on the trade placed the cutler between 
the difficulty of disobeying the common law or 
that of his craft. There was also a doubtful 
obligation as to whether he was forced to teach 
such apprentices his trade; nor was it clear 
whethcr the Company need give such appren- 
tices their freedom. 

All these difficulties and the sustained 
attempts to exclude competition and secure 
monopoly render the Company’s records one of 
continual litigation and disputes ; they became, 
in fact, a testing machine by which economic 
theories were slowly proved or disproved. 
Another source of difficulty arose out of the 
subdivisions of the ~«alling. 

Shears which were fastened together with a 
pin could be made by a scissor-smith, but not 
by a shearsmith; those which worked with a 
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spring by a shearsmith alone. Then the edicts 
which forbade the selling of parts of knives to 
‘* foreigners "were evaded by selling them to 
resident non-freemen, which was permissible, 

and these, being outside the Company’s juris- 
diction, sold them again to ‘“ foreigners.” 
Others went outside the Company’s area and 
then made free use of the marks of other 
-members of the Company. 

In 1676 the awl bladesmiths joined the 
Company and were followed in 1682 by the 
filesmiths and scythesmiths, the three paying 
£10, £20 and £30 for admission. It is recorded 
that in this way 17 awl bladesmiths, 21 filesmiths 
and 33 scythesmiths were admitted. 

The eighteenth century was a period of many 
conflicts and disputes, which terminated in an 
attempt on the part of the commonalty to 
secure a voice in the management of the Com- 
pany. Meetings of both sides were held, and 
when at last the Act of 1791 was obtained, both 
parties claimed it as a victory. 

The Act retained previous provisions for the 
incorporation and continuance of the Company 
and the election of its officers almost intact ; on 
the other hand it was enacted that if a claim was 
made all who had served seven years’ appren- 
ticeship were entitled to the freedom «and a 
mark, and cutlers were enabled to take a second 
apprentice after the first had served three years. 
Persons not having any qualifications were also 
allowed to carry on the incorporated trades on 
paying £20 and fees, thus throwing it open to all. 

The history of the first half of the nineteenth 
century is distinguished by the lethargy which 
fell on most similar institutions. The conditions 
of industry weré undergoing rapid transforma- 
tion, but while most of the London Companies 
were relinquishing their connection with trades 
and reverting to their original functions as charit. 
able ana religious associations brought into 
harmony with the spirit of the age by their 
works in the cause of eaucation, the Cutlers’ 
Company of Hallamshire have adhered to their 
original functions as modified by new con- 
ditions. 

The granting of marks implying, as it does, 
the recognition of quality and the detection of 
fraud, was, and is, the chief object of its exist- 
ence, as a few details of the work they have 
done in recent years will amply elucidate. 

Modern legislation, following changing cus- 
tom, has stripped the old trading and crafts 
associations of most of the powers and patri- 
archal authority which they exercised, but 
the right of granting “‘ marks” or trade 
marks, first conferred in 1633, remains as one 
of the most important dutizs of the Cutlers’ 
Company to-day. When, in the year 1875, the 
first English Trade Marks Registration Act was 
passed, the rights of the Cutlers’ Company were 
expressly recognised, while by the Act of 1883 
they were constituted a Branch of the Imperial 
Register of Trade Marks for Marks used on 
Cutlery, Edge Tools, Raw Steel and goods of 
Steel or Steel and Iron combined, and registered 
by persons carrying on business in Hallamshire 
or within six miles thereof, or in other words, 
the city of Sheffield, and a radius of about 20 
miles thereof. The Trade Marks Act of 1888 
extended the jurisdiction of the Company to 
trade marks fcr metal goods within the same 
area. The Trade Marks Act of 1905 also con- 
firmed the position of the Company and provided 
that appeals from their decision shculd be to 
the Chancery Court instead of to the Registrar 
of Trade Marks. 

The Company also played a prominent part 
in the passing of the Merchandise Marks Act, 
1887, and have on many occasions successfully 
taken proceedings under this Act for the suppres- 
sion of various frauds, while they have also 
advocated that foreign goods should be mark d 
“* Not British,” instead of with the name of 
the country of origin. 

A few years ago the Cutlers’ Company raised 
in Sheffield a fund of about £12,000, called The 
Sheffield Defence Fund, for the express purpose 
of preventing the improper use of the word 
“* Sheffield,” and legal proceedings have been 

successfully conducted both at home and abroad 
on many occasions. In particular, successful 
action under the Merchandise Marks Act has 
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been taken against persons who have applied 
the descriptions “‘ Old Sheffield” or “‘ Sheffield 
Plate,” or “Old Sheffield Plate” to goods 
which had not been made by the old fusion 
process, but were merely electro-plated. 

The Company act as trustees and adminis- 
trators of various important charities in Shef- 
field. 

During the war the Cutlers’ Company have 
been called on to assist the Government in many 
directions. In 1915 it was discovered that a 
Jarge amount of high-speed steel was reaching 
Germany, and the Company gave their technical 
aid to the Government to enable the export of 
such goods to be carried on without delay or 
trouble at the ports. After consultation with 
the War Trade Committee, the Company under- 
took to certify that all steels and articles made 
therefrom were free from tungsten and molyb- 
denum and certain other metals in order to pre- 
vent export trade being stopped. Their 
jurisdiction for this purpcse was extended 
to the West Riding, Lancashire and the 
counties immediately south of Sheffield. The 
assistance thus given has involved enormous 
labour, which has been voluntarily afforded. 
They have also, at the request cf the authorities, 
collected second-hand razors for the troops, 
300,000 of which have been sharpened and sent 
out, and in many other directions highly 
technical assistance has been afforded the 
authorities. 

The constitution of the Company is as 
follows :— 

The Master, 

Senior and Junior Wardens, 

Six Searchers, 

Twenty-four Assistants, many of whom are 
Past Masters of the Company. 
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The work is dealt with by various om. 
mittees, of which the Master, Wardens, and 
Searchers are ex-officio members, viz., the 
General Purposes Committee, Searchers, Export 
Sheffield Advisory and Legal ana Parliam: ntary, 

The present Master of the Company is Mr. 
W. H. Ellis, who is a civil engineer by profession 
and director in charge of the large steel works of 
Messrs. John Brown & Cc., Ltd., Sheffield. 

Mr. Ellis was elected Master in August, 1914 
and in view of the special werk entrusted to the 
Company by various Government Departments 
the members of the Company unanimously 
requested Mr. Ellis to remain in office, he b +in 
re-elected for a fourth time on October 4th 
1917. The holding of office for four consecy. 
tive years has never previously occurred in the 
history of the.Company. 

From this brief sketch it will be szen that at 
no period in their long existence have tha 
Company been more active in the interests of 
the great trade whose interests they represent, 

Most of the provincial companies of England 
have used arms which were copies of those of 
corresponding guilds in London, but the Cutlers 
of Sheffield have a coat which, while resem! ‘ing 
that of the LondonCompany, is distinct, and ig 
thus described :— 

Argent on a fess indented vert between three 
_ of swords in saltire proper, pommels and 

ilts sable, eight arrows interlaced saltire wise 
banded on the field between two garbs or. 

Crest on a wreath of the colours in front of an 
elephant’s head couped or, two swords in saltire as 
in the arms. 

Motto; ‘‘ Pour y parvenir A bon foi.”’ 


The arms of the"Cutlers of |London have no 
fess, while two elephants form the supporters, 
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and the arms are surmounted by an elephant 
bearing a castle on its back. 

Though the two companies cover widely 
different fields of activity, and have no connec- 
tion with one another, they are naturally closely 
bound together by the traditions of the past, 


" when London was a greater centre of the trade 


than Sheffield. 

The Cutlers’ Hall, like most similar buildings, 

had a small and humble origin. Originally the 
Company probably met in taverns to transact 
their business, and though there are several 
so-called Cutlers’ Halls in several parts of 
Sheffield on which the arms or emblems of the 
Company are displayed, such “ Halls” are 
probably the private residences of old cutlers, 
or taverns. The old house shown in engravings 
was probably not a hall, but the Cutlers’ Inn, 
Fargate. A site for a hall was bought in 1625, 
in Church-lane, and on it a building was erected 
which cost £86 3s. _10d., or together with the 
site and expenses, £155 15s. 10d., £57 18s. 4d. 
being raised by subscription, the largest sum 
contributed being £3, and the smallest 44 
Tis hall was possibly little more than a tavern 
in which certain accommodation was provided 
for the Company’s purposes. The structure, 
which appears to have been flimsily ‘built, was 
taken down in 1724, and a second hall built in 
1725, which was erected out of the Company’s 
funds. This, though small, was a more sub- 
stantial] building, and served the Company for 
a century. It appears to have been a custom 
te regard the rent of the ball, which was fre- 
quently let, as a perquisite of the Master, as he 
was, towards the latter part of the century, 
allowed £10 a year in lieu of it. The Company 
finally, after negotiations with the Duke of 
Norfolk’s agent for a site in Norfolk-street, 
bought further property adjacent to their hall, 
and after advertising for designs, and obtaining 
thirteen plans and two models, selected these 
oi Mr. Samuel Worth and Mr. Benjamin Brook- 
head, both of which were considered entitled 
to a first place, but Mr. Worth’s plans were 
finally selected on a vote. The successful 
candidate was informed that he was expected 
to pay £35 to his rival, the plans being retained 
by the Company, whe made up the solatium to 
£50. The two architects finally agreed to 
co-operate, and the corner-stone of the new 
builaing was laid in 1832. The contract signed 
was for £6,000, but the total expense amounted 
to £8,846 12s. ljd., apart from the cost of 
furnishing. 

More accommodation being required in 1860 
it was carried out from plans prepared by Mr. T. 
J. Flockton, of Messrs. Flockton & Abbott, which 
included a new banqueting hall and additional 
offices. In 1881 the hall was again extended 
westward on a site which had been purchased 
in 1860, the architect being Mr. J. B. Mitchell- 
Withers, and since that date further structural 
alterations have been carried oyt by Mr. A. E. 
Turnell of Sheffield, while the banqueting hall 
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has been decorated under the supervision of 
Mr. Brierley of York. 

Externally the effect of the original composi- 
tion has been somewhat spoiled by the difficulty of 
adding to what was in itself a very satisfactory 
architectural composition. Internally, both 
the old and new banqueting halls are fine, well- 
proportioned architectura! compositions. The 
effect of the original staircase was somewhat 
marred by the increase in its size, which was 
rendered necessary by the hospitality of the 
Company at its annual feasts, but the whole 
group of buildings is a fine one, though it suffers 
through the inevitable results of its environment 
in a city which does not yet consume ail its 
smoke, but both in scale and in dignity the 
Cutlers’ Hall will hold its own as compared with 
the contemporary buildings of London. 

We may add that the Master Cutler has heen 
honoured by the King creating him a Knight 
Grand Cross of the Order of the British Empire. 
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LAW REPORTS. 








Official Referee’s Court.—May 13. 
(Before Mr. VEREY). 
Repairing Covenants—Action for Damages. 
Mayor, &c., of Shoreditch v.'Steel. 


In this case, the Mayor and Borough Council 
of Shoreditch claimed damages under repairing 
covenants on the expiration of the leases of 
11, 12 and 13, Lee-street; 68, Stein-street ; 
and 32, 35 and 38, Clarissa-street, Haggerston. 
The leases on the Stein-street and Lee-street 
properties were granted in 1846 and will expire 
in March next, the houses being occupied by 
weekly tenants, who paid rents ranging from 
14s. to 16s. 6d. per week. Notices were served 
by the Council in accordance with the require- 
ments of the Conveyancing Act and since the 
service some repairs had been executed by the 
defendant leaseholder, but not all that was 
necessary, and (said counsel) a second notice, 
including a list of the items left undone, was 
served. 

The defendant denied having received the 
second notice. 

Counsel stated that the ground rent was £9 
a year and all of it had been regularly paid 
by the defendant, who, while denying that he 
was the lessee of the houses in Clarissa-street, 
had, notwithstanding the invitation of the 
Council, declined to disclose the name of the 
lessee for whom he paid the rent. 

Proof of the indenture having been given, a 
consultation between the parties took place, 
with the result that an agreement was arrived 
at under which judgment was entered for £70 
for the plaintiffs in respect of the houses in Lee- 
street and Stein-street, each party to pay their 
own. costs. 


319 


An assignment was producey in support 
of defendant’s statement that he was not the 
owner of the Clarissa-street houses, and the 
action in respect of that property was not 
proceeded with. 


May 14. 
(Before Mr. VEREY.) 
Claim for Dilapidations. 
Mayor, &c., of Shoreditch v. Wood. 


In this action the Mayor and Borough Council 


‘ of Shoreditch claimed damages for dilapidations 


on the expiration of a lease of a house ih 
Dunstan-street, standing on Corporation pro- 
perty. The term of the lease was seventy-two 
years, dating from Ladyday, 1847, at a ground 
rent of £3. The notice was served upon the 
defendant on May 2 of last year, and some of the 
required work had been done, but there was still 
a considerable quantity remaining undone, the 
cost of which was estimated at £23 10s. by the 
surveyor who had seen the premises. The 
writ in the action was issued on March 6 of this 
year, so that the defendant (said Counsel) had 
had nine months from the date of the notice in 
which to do the work, and the Borough Council 
had offered defendant an opportunity to settle 
as late as April 4. 

Mr. Arthur J. Cross, surveyor, of 28, Victoria- 
street, who is acting as surveyor to the Shore- 
ditch Borough Council on their Stonebridge 
estate, gave evidence of his inspection of the 
house in question and proved a schedule of 
repairs which he had prepared. 

The defendant said that he had done all that 
was necessary, and called his brother in support 
of his contention. 

The Referee in the result said that the weight 
of evidence wes in favour of the plaintiffs and 
gave judgment for them for the amount claimed 
(£23 10s.) with.costs. 
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A Year’s Painting at the Front. 


Major Wiliiam Orpen has spent about a year in 
France as one of the official British artists, and 
the result of his visit is to be seen at Messrs. 
Agnew’s Gallery, Old Bond-street, Piccadilly. 
The exhibition is held under the auspices of the 
Ministry of Information..,The pictures, over 100 
in number, illustrate the war with much vigour 
and the collection has varied interest as a record. 
There are portraits of Viscount French, Sir 
Douglas Haig, Sir Hugh Trenchard,'.General 
Seeley, General Elles, Major Hotblack, Captain 
McCudden, Lieut. Rhys Davids, and other 
celebrities ; while the landscapes give a new 
view of the battlefields and camps. Studies 
of British soldiers, German prisoners, guns and 
trenches complete the series. 
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Zhe STEAM JOINERY WORKS are situated at STEVENAGE, HERTS. 
Full Particulars on Application to: 
THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLY ASSOCIATION, LTD: 
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THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS. 


Tue thirty-fourth annual general meeting of 
the Institute of Builders (incorporated) was 
held on March 27, at the offices, Pen Corner 
House (since April 1 the offices have been moved 
to 48, Bedford-square, W.C.1), Kingsway, 
London, \V.C. 2 

From the Annual Report, which was adopted, 
we take the following :— 

In spite of the untoward circumstances occa- 
sioned by the continuance of the war, the 
activities of the Institute have been well main- 
tained during the past year. Continuing to 
develop the policy in regard to organisation 
adumbrated in the report of the preceding year, 
steps were taken, through the good offices of 
some of the members, to interest builders, who 
had not hitherto been members, in the policy 
and objects of the Institute, with the gratifying 
result that sixty-four new members have been 
admitted since last report, and the nuclei for 
future provincial branch organisations thus 
formed shauld yield gratifying results later on. 
Meanwhile, careful study is being given to the 
definition of a scheme providing for the future 
academic qualifications for degress of member- 
ship, and it is proposed, when the Committee 
which has this development in hand has com- 
pleted its labours, to hold a special general 
meeting to consider the scheme, and ascertain 
the opinion of the members upon the question of 
an improved constitution. 

Apprenticeships and Technical Education.— 
The scheme for the apprenticing of young 
persons to the Londcn building trade is now in 
working order, the first Joint Committee under 
the scheme having been appointed. It has 
attracted wide attention, many requests having 
been received for information, and appears to 
meet a real want. In this connection it was 
arranged that a Special Sub-Committee should 
inquire into the system of technical and work- 
shop training carried on at the Brixton School of 
Building, in order tu see whether there appeared 
to be any desirable improvements needed to 
supplement the apprenticeship scheme. It is 
gratifying to be able t say that the Committee's 
teport was to the effect that the methods there 
practised appeared to be entirely satisfactory, 
and that the preparatory training for subse- 
quent workshop practice was as good as could be 
given in any school. During the year the new 
Education Bill was betore Parliament, and the 
Council made some considered recommendations 
in regard to certain features of it, which were 
laid before the head of the Education Depart- 
ment (Mr. Fishef) by a deputation, at whose 
hands they will, it is hoped, receive due atten- 
tion in counection with the Bill. Consideration 
was also given to Circular No. 978 of the Educa- 
tion Department, upon the teaching in technical 
schools for the building trade, which was 
approved of. 

Form of Contract.—This matter has not been 
before the Council during thie past year, but it is 
understood that the National Federation has 
been actively engaged upon the revision of a 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


draft prepared by one of its branch Federations, 
and that the result of its labours will shortly be 
communicated to the Institute, when careful 
consideration will have to be bestowed upon the 
important proposals which are understood to be 
coming forward. The privileged position in 
which labour finds itself in consequence of the 
war, the development of the practice of in- 
serting provisional sums in quantities, and 
various other matters which press adversely 
upon builders, have made it evident that the 
time is opportune for a thorough revision of 
existing conditions under which building 
contracts are let. 

Form of Sub-Contract.—During the year the 
drafting of a Form of Sub-Contract, for use with 
specialists appointed by the architect to carry 
out works for which provizional sums have been 
provided in a main contract, has been proceeded 
with, and very shortly it will be communicated 
te the various organisations interested in the 
question for their consideration, with a view of 
negetiating an agreed sub-contract form. . . . 

After-war Problems.—At the request of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, four repre- 
sentatives—viz., Messrs. J. W. White, S. 
Smethurst, F. May, and A. B. Falkner—were 
appointed to participate in a conference for the 
consideration ‘of questions relating to the 
demobilisation of building trade labour after 
the war and to reconstruction problems of 
various kinds. 

A Change of Secretary.—In the eariy part of 
the year, upon the retirement of Mr. Costigan, 
who had been Secretary for many years, the 
Council made arrangements to secure the 
services vf the Secretary of the National 
Federation (Mr. A. G. White)---it being con- 
sidered that the Federation and the Institute 
were closely enough connected and sufficiently 
complementary in their objects, to make it 
practicable for the same Secretary to act with 
advantage for both. 

Representations to the Government.—Three im- 
portant and closely related matters have excited 
much attention in the bailding industry during 
the year—viz., the Licence to Build Order, the 
unequal distribution of building contracts for 
Government works, and the grave disturbance 
which has taken place in the wages and con- 
ditions of employment on such works. With 
regard to the first, various indications have 
led to the belief that the Government intends 
shortly to so amend the present Order, with its 
£500 limit, as to practically put a stop to all 
private work, except very small repairs, without 
a licence having been first obtained. With 
regard to the second, the unequal way in which 
the execution of Government works has taken 
place is bearirg hardly upon many building 
firms, and if the proposed stoppage of private 
work were to be carried out without a better 
distribution of Government work, the conse- 
quences would be disastrous to a large number 
of builders; moreover, under present circum- 
stances, the remaining man-power of the indus- 
try is not being used to the best advantage. 
As to the third, the labour market has been 
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reduced to a chaotic condition by the reckless 
competition for labour which has been going on 
for more than a year, and there is urgent need 
that some competent authority should be set 
up to settle wages and conditions for the building 
industry throughout the country, and that an 
end should be put to the present method, « 
lack of method, of attracting labour to Govern- 
ment works. ‘These views have been urgently 
pressed upon the Government during the year 
by the National Federation for the employers 
and by the National Associated Building Trades 
Council for the operatives, and the Council has 
thought it might be helpful if it too mack 
representations in support. . . . 
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WAR MATERIALS 
AND METHODS IN USE IN 
ENEMY COUNTRIES. 

In Beton u. Eisen for February this year illus- 
trations and descriptions are given of the ne 
buildings for the Prag, Lieben Motor-car Works 
in Austria, showing the use of flooring without 
joists for reinforced concrete construction. The 
upper part of the piers supporting the floor are 
expanded as inverted cones and reinforced b 
a series of steel hoops or rings, gradually 
increasing in diameter, so that the top of eaci 
pier covers about one third of the span. This 
plan of forming the floors is known as the 
“ Turner’ system in the United States. St: 
reinforcing bars, crossing one another at right 
angles from pier to pier, longitudinally and 
transversely, and also diagonally, occupy the 
intermediate spaces between the concentric ring 
above the piers. The effects of expansion have 
been carefully studied and allowed for, as also 
the security of union between flooring and 
external walls of the building. The piers consist 
of circular cast iron columns, surrounded with 
concrete, having vertical and spiral steel rein- 
forcement; they are finished to an octagon in 
plan. The bases of the piers are extended in 
pyramid! outline, both for the sake of stiffness, 
and to enlarge the beering area As the floor 
load is taken at 409 lb. per sq. ft., the distance 
between the piers, from centre to centre, varies 
from 14.76 ft. to 16.4 ft. 
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Tredegar Housing Scheme. 

Tredegar Council again considered recent; 
their proposed housing scheme, comprising the 
erection of 500 houses. The Local Government 
Board’s circular as to the extent of financial 
assistance proposed by the Government arouse! 
considerable criticism. It was thought that 
financial assistance should be given to loca! 
authorities on the cost of building and not on 
the working of the scheme. The Council 
proceeded to consider the applications received 
for the post of architect for the scheme, and 
the following four were selected to appear belo 
the Council :—Messrs. H. Elford, Barry ; 
H. Waters, Beaufort ; A. F. Webb, Blackwood ; 
and A. Williams, Bargoed. 











FREEMAN'S IMPROVED ROOF TRUSS 


Patent No. 


Large Numbers of these Trusses have | 
















. 







ESPECIALLY SUITABLE 
FOR SLATED ROOFS. 


Particulars and 
Estimates 
Free. 


been supplied during the War. 
Write us for Lists of our 
Specialities— Vulcanite Roofing, 
Patent Roof Glazing, 
etc. 















Span up to 80 feet. Type A. Any Pitch. 


FREEMANS, Roofing Contractors, 


CARTWRIGHT STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON. 


Telephone— 
WOLVERHAMPTON 171 
Telegrams— 
‘ ROOFING,’ WOLVERHAMPTON 




















ek ee a nn 2 





May 24, 1918.| 


THE BUILDER. 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 


It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 
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idgwater ...... 
Brighton ........ | 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/1g | 1/- 1/- 10$ 9% oY 98 
Bristol salasdanedi ‘ 1/24 1/24 i 3 af au 138 ite a mo = 
eee ‘ 6 - - 2 - 
Burton-on-Trent .. 11 11 11 11 11 li 103 8 84 8 
 tisadhbescess 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/2 1/4 1/3 10 | 10% | 10 
Cambridge ...... 11 10} 10} 104 103 11 9 73 74 7 
Cardiff ..... bnniea 1/1} 1/l% 1/1% 1/14 1/1} 1/24} 1/0 105 104 105 
Chatham ........ 103 11 il 1l 1l il 9¢ 8 8 8 
Cheimsford ...... ~ 7 84 9 — 7 6+ 5 5 a. 
Cheltenham irene 1/94 1/0% Se 10k 1/04 1/0 it Jot " + 
DROSSEE .. wcvccece 1/2 if: 1f/- x - 
Chesterfield ...... 1j- HE 1/- il 10 11 1/- | & 8s | 8-3} oH 
Colchester ...... 10 10$ 10$ 11 10 11 8h 74 7¢ 7 
Coventry idketes 1/2 1/2 iol 1/2 1/2 1/3 1 11g sa ifit 
BOWS. .cccce eccce 10 1/0$ 1/0 10 10 2 ‘ ’ 
Darlington ..... ‘ 1/1 tt 1/1 1/14 1/2 1/- 1/- 105 10} ion 
wees ee - 
Dedley .......... of ip 1/3 io° 10 OF 8 | 11 il 11 
Durham.......... 10$ 103 10¢ 103 103 0+ 9. 7t 7 7 
East Glam. and ee tes 9 7 q 7 
Mon. Valleys .. j * a » 10 
eee 10 10 10 10 10 10 9 8 s 8 
i Folkestone ...... 1/- 1/- i/- 1/- 1/- 1f/- 10 °. 9 $ 
Gloucester ...... 1/03 1/04 1/03 1/03 1/0 1/04 11} 10} 104 104 
+ nga eesece Ye 10 re vs 10 y. 103 3 a - 
MEBYS wccccccece —_ l/- 1i- _ om a 2 egy" 
Grimsby ........ 1/2§ 1/25 1/23 1/28 1/2§ 1/23 1/-s | 1/-§ 1/-§ | 1/-§ 
Great Yarmouth .. 10 10 10 lu 10 10 34 zo d a 
Es acawnce agit 1/1} Aft 1/1 as i? it a 10} " 
Harrogate ...... 0 9} 1/- eo) - é ‘¢ é 
Hartlepools ...... 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 10$ 1/- 11 11 11 
Hastings ........ 10 10 10 10 10 10 84 ¢ 4 7 
Hereford ........ 10 10 10 10 10 10 9 74 74 7% 
Huddersfield 1/2 1/2} 1/3 1/- 1/- 1/2 11 114 114 113 
SE. asves eaenens 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 Wig} t/t af) 1/1 
So Re He] ue | Me] Moe] He | aoe) ob) gh | ot | att 
Measter ......6 ° - - aa” - - on — , 
Leamington Spa .. 103 iba 103 103 103 103 92 72 73 7% 
OEE Sécieesces 1/2 1/2 1/2 172 1/2 1/3 11} 11 11g 1/- 
Leicester ........ 1/2 1/2 1;2 1/2 1/2 1/2 lig | 41$ | alg | 11t 
UE cs cencens . 103 1/- 103 103 103 i0g 10 9t 9t 9¢ 
Liverpool ........ 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/1 1/3 iit at a ie 
Lianelly ........ 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/3 0 0 
BOGOR s<00cs0s%s 1/3 134 1/34 1/38 M 1/33 2/0Z |} 413 il 1ig 
Loughborough .... 10 10 104 10 10 10 ¥ or 83 9% 
SS GSI 1/1 1/1 1/l 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/- 11 11 11 
Maidstone ,..... 1] 11 1l 10 10 ll 10 8 a 8 
Bonchester” wees 1 /5§ 1 /5§ 1/5§ 1 /5§ 1/4§ 1/4 ifs 1/18 1/148 1/148 
a ree 11 10 1l ll 104 5 
Merthyr Tydfil 11 + Th 11 11 11 10 84 83 83 
Middiesbrough .... 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/- 1l 11 11 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 1/1 11 11 li 
Newport, Mon..... 1i¢ 14} 114 1i¢ lls 1/2 lu} 84 84 8t 
Northampton 1J— 1/- 1/- 1/- 1f- l/- 11 ot 94 9 
Norwich ........ 104 10} 103 10} 10} 10} 94 8 5 8 
Nottingham ...... 1/23 1/2 1/2 1/23 1/24 1/3 1/14 1/03 | 1/0 1/03 
eer 1/2 1h ifs" 1/2 i i} 1/3 103 103 1l 
ee ; 1] 104 10} 104 10} 10$ 9$ 8 8 S 
eee 1/2° 1/2* 1/2* 1/2* 1/2* 1/2 84* 4d 11 11 
Pontypridd ...... ll 11 il 11 ll 1l 10 e 38 8 
Portsmouth ...... 1j- 1/- 1/- i/- iJ. 11 10 94 vs 9% 
Bdge Me] it) | aH a | a] OT ae 
DIDS -s6se0000 j /3 rs i $ 1/1 i/i 1/4 1/3 11% 11% 1/- 
Rochester ........ 194 li 11 li 1l 11 ' 9 38 8 8 
NE ae ea if- i/- Te 1/0 1/1 1/- 11 9 9 10 
St. Albans ...... 10 10 10 10 10 i0 9 s 8 84 
St. Helen’s ...... 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/1 2 8 8 
Scarborough 1f- 1/- 11 ij- 94 94 st 9 9 9 
BROS cocecsace 1/23 9 3/23 1/2 "D 1;2 1/12 11} 11} 1l} 
Shrewsbury ...... it 13° ft bia fy 7 Si 84 8 
Southampton .... 1/1 1/1 ijl fi 1/1 1/1 1/- 10} 10 10¢ 
Southend-on-Sea .. 10 10 10 10 |P’cework| 10 ¢ 8 8 8 
Southport ........ 1/2 ft 1/2 Ts 1/- a/i ift 10 10 10 
South Shields .... 12 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/1* 1/1 ll 11 1l 
Stockport ........ 1/3 1/2 1/24 < 1/14 1/4 1/3 10 10 10 
Stockton-on-Tees 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 16} 1/- il il ll 
Stoke-on-Trent... 114 11} 1d ii} a 10} 104 8 8 8 
BONE osccccsves 95 94 24 94 9} 9} 9 3 7 7 
Sunderland ..... : 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/14 1/1 1 11 11 
Swansea ........ 1/1} 1/lg | 1/14 1/1} 1/1 1/2 if 10$ | 104 104 
Taunton ....... . 10 10 1 10 10 10 9 7t 7% 7 
Torquay ...+-+-- | 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 5 8 8 
Wakefield ........ ij- _ 9 94 oF 
Walsall 10 1/1§ 11} 1/- 1/ 1/1 1/ $ 
alsall .......000 1/1} 1/1} 1/1} 1/14 1/1} 1/1} 1/- 11} 113 11 
Warrington ...... 1/3 1/ 3} 1/3 1/ 34 1/34 1/3 1/2 il ilg 11 
. : : j ‘ { 2 
b- Bromwich .. il 11 104 10} a 10 9 . 8 8 
WEAN we eeeeeeee 1/2} 1/2} 1/2} 1/23 1/0% 1/2 1/3 104 11 11 
bn sae capesees 1/- # 1/- 1/- 1/- 1j/- 103 9 9 9 
Worcester... ; tit 1 1/lt a + i W- a 10f 104 104 
SOE sa tussesccss V/- 1/- 1/- 1/- if- 10} 94 of 93 92 














me The Masons’ rate given is for bankers; fixers usually $d. per hour extra. 
War bonus of 2s. per week granted. tWar bonus of 3s. per week granted. ¢War bonus of 3s. 6d. 
§ These rates include all 12} per cent. bonuses. 


|| War bonus of 63. per week granted. 
[The above rates, unless otherwise shown, are exclusive af 12 


of Production to workers engaged on munition work.—Ep.] 


per week granted. 


} per cent. inerease granted by the Committee 
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Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included 
in this List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (*) are advertised in this number. 
Contracts, —; Competitions, —; Public Appoint- 
ments, —-; Auction Sales,—. Certain con- 
ditions beyond those given in the following 
information are imposed in some cases, such as 
that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender ; thata fair wages clause 
shall be observed; that no allowance will be 
made for tenders; and that deposits are returned 
en receipt of a bona-fide tender uniess stated to 
the contrary. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


MAY 27.— Wallsend.—PaIntIne.—For painting and 

papering the interior of the premises of Wallsend 
Coronation Social Club and Institute, Ltd., 78, Park- 
road, Wallsend. Particulars of the Secretary. 
%* MAY 31.—Erith.—BUvILDIVG.—The Erith U.D.C. are 
prepared to receive tenders for erection of a National 
Kitchen. Plans and specifications may be seen and 
bills of quantities with form of tender obtained on 
application to Mr, Harold Hind, Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Erith. 

No DATE.—South Hetton.—PAINnTING.—For painting 
and papering of the South Hetton Workmen's Social 
Club Premises. Particulars of Mr. Chas. H. Leak, 
6, South-street, South Hetton. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


May 28.—Hornsey.—CEMENT.—For the supply of 
Portland cement to the Borough Council for three, six, 
or nine months. Forms of tender of Mr. E. J. Love- 
grove, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, Highgate, 

MAY 29.—London.—FURNITURE.—For supply to the 
Commissione rs of His Majesty’s Works, &c., of (a)Tele- 
phone operators’ chair fittings, (6) Easy Wicker chairs 
(c) chests of drawers. Forms of tender of the Controller 
of Supplies, H.M. Office of Works, &c., King Charles- 
street, Westminster, London, S.W. 1. 

May 29.—Manchester.—MATERIALS.—For the supply 
of all kinds of materials and fittings for the Gas Dept. 
of the Corporation. Particulars of Mr. F. A. Price, 
Gas Dept., Town Hall, Manchester, not later than 
May 29. ‘Tenders returnable June 11. 

JUNE 1.—Romford.—ROAD MATERIALS.—Supply to 
the Romford Urban District Council of 600 tons of 2-in 
blue Guernsey granite, 400 tons of 4-in. granite chip- 
pings, 12,800 gallons of tar ; the granite (other than the 
chippings) to be broken to 2-in. cube. Forms oi 
tender of the Acting Surveyor, Council Offices, Market- 
place, Romford. 

JUNE 1.—South Hetton.—StTorres.—for the supply 
of timber, iron castings, &c., for six months to the 
South Hetton Coal Co. Forms of tender, &c., of 
Mr. J. R. Uambert, South Hetton, near Sunderland. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 

May 27.—Kilbirnie and Glengarnock.—WATER AND 
SEWERAGE.—The Northern District Committee of the 
County of Ayr invite tenders for supplying and laying 
of water supply pipes and for the construction of sewers, 
sewage tanks, and other relative works. Specification 
of Messrs. W. R. Copland & Sons, Civil Engineers, 146, 
West Regent-street, Glasgow; and of the Drainage 
Works at the Office of Messrs. Gilbert Thomson & 
Ferguson, Civil Engineers, 164, Bath-street, Glasgow. 
Deposit £2 2s. in each case. 


Sale by Tender. 


*x JUNE 3.--London.—Messrs. Fuller, Horsey & Co. 
invite tenders for the purchase, in two lots, of the 
Timber and Iron Work of a Coal Hopper. May be 
viewed by orders to be obtained of the Auctioneers, 
133, High Holborn, W.C. 1. ] 


——__+-—<>—_ —____ 


NEW COMPANIES. 


The particulars quoted below have been com- 
piled by Jordan & Sons, Ltd., Company Registra- 
tion Agents, of 116 and 117, ;Chancery-lane, 
W.C. 2, from the documents available at the 
Companies Registry :— 

R. Kenpatu, Lrp. (150,373.) 3, King William- 
street, Strand, W.C. 2. Registered May 6. To 
carry on the business of builders, decorators, 
engineers, &c. Nominal capital £1,000 in 
1,000 £1 shares. 

Quan Execrric Co., Lrp. (150,401.) Re- 
gistered May 9. ‘To carry on the business of 
electric engineers and contractors, &c. Nominal 
capital, £20,000 in}20,000 £ shares. 





So 
> 


Rates of Wages in the London District. 


° 

We understand that the Lundon builders 
are paying their;men engaged on munition 
work 12} per cent. ' bonus as from the beginning 
of the first full pay following March 22, 1918. 
As regards general work, the 12} per cent. 


was paid for, the first time’ last? Saturday. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure ,the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally meen that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘proposed’’ works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 
R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 
Council. 





ABERDEEN.—Plans passed by T.C.: Sawmill and 
engine-house at Sinclair-road, for Mr. Charles Lyon, 
box and barrel maker, per Mr. William E. Gauld, 
architect, and additions to premises at North Esplanade 
(west) for Mr. George Lees, fishcurer, per Mr. William 
F. M‘Robb, builder. 

Ayr.—tThe shareholders of the Glasgow and South- 
Western Railway Co. have approved of the scheme for 
the Company to take over the undertaking of the Ayr 
Harbour Trustees. The Company has agreed, not later 
than ten years after the termination of the war, to 
expend on the improvement and equipment of the 
harbour a sum of not less than £50,000. 

BARNES.—Pian passed by U.D.C. :—Extension to 
garage, 69, Elm Park-gardens, for Mr. R. T. Hughes. 

Bo’NEss.—The T.C. has received a letter from a 
London company asking for particulars of ground 
in or available near Bo'ness for the building of a modern 
class of ship. The Town Clerk was instructed to furn- 
ish applicants with a copy of report on the develop- 
ment of the Firth of Forth area, and to invite the co- 
operation of landed proprietors in the district in the 
efforts to attract the company to Bo'ness. 

BRAINTREE.—Plans passed by U.D.C.:—Two cot- 
tages, Clock House Estate, for the Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co. 

BRIGHTON.—The East Sussex C.C. has decided to 
carry out repairs to the sea wall. The estimated cost is 
£425 for the County Council and £412 for the Brighton 
Sewers Board. 

BrISTOL.—In September the Corporation approved 
of a scheme by the Sanitary Committee for the erec- 
tion of 2,000 houses at the end of the war, provided 
that the Government assistance be ‘* both satisfactory 
and substantial.” The Sanitary Committee is now 
reporting to the Council that they consider the recent 
Government proposals meet this condition. Messrs. 
Oatley & Lawrence, the architects for the new Homeo- 
pathic Hospital, have been requested to ascertain if 
there is any possibility of the work being allowed to be 
commenced during the war. 

Bury St. EpMcuNDs.—A Committee of the whole 
Council has reported that, having considered what 
steps should be taken for the provision of housing 
accommodation for the working classes, they had 
resolved that the Public Health Committee be re- 
quested to prepare and submit to the Council a scheme 
for the provision of fifty houses. 

CANNOCK.—At the last meeting of the U.D.C. it was 
decided to complete the purchase of a building site 
at Belt-road, Hednesford, with the view to the erection 
of 100 houses for the working-classes. It was stated 
that 700 houses were needed in the urban area, and the 
Councillors were requested to inquire as to suitable 
sites in their respective wards, so that a comprehensive 
housing scheme might be set in motion without delay. 

DaRTON.—The U.D.C. estimate that following recent 
colliery developments there is a need for 400 new houses 
in the district. 

DUMBARTONSHIRE.—Important improvements to 
Loch Lomond road and the Gareloch and Lock 
Long road have been approved by Dumbarton 
C.C., subject to grants being received from the Imperial 
Road Board. 





* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, &c., 
on page 321. 


THE BUILDER. 


EAST PRESTON.—The R.D.C. has approved of the 
proposal to build a concrete sea wall at Rustington. 

EDINBURGH.—An explanatory memorandum has 
been issued by the Town Clerk with regard to the esti- 
mated expenditure involved in the Edinburgh, Queens- 
ferry and Port Edgar tramway scheme for which the 
Council is promoting an Order. The total cost is put 
at £343,849, 

FUuLHAM.—Drainage plans passed by B.C. :—At 
Wheatsheaf Wharf, Rainville-road, for Oil Refiners, 
Ltd. ; at 409, North End-road, for Messrs. F. Ward & 
Son. 

GILLINGHAM (KENT).—The T.C. has instructed the 
surveyor to prepare a housing scheme for the Council’s 
land off Toronto-road. 

GLasacow.—The Parks Committee recommend that 
permission be given to the workmen in the Fairfield 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Works to erect a 
memorial in Elden Park, Govan. Messrs. Bryant & 
May have secured a suitable site and propose erecting 
a match factory. 

GORLESTON.-—A fund has been started to raise £500 
for a stained-glass window to be placed in the parish 
church in memory of the late Rev. Forbes Phillips. 

HALIFAx.—A fund of £30,000 is being raised for the 
erection of premises on the Clare Hall site for the 





HARRINGTON.—The Workington Iron & Steel Co. has 
written to the U.D.C. stating that any reasonable 
project of housing will have its support. 

HORBURY.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: Warehouse, 
Engine-lane, for Messrs. Rayner & Mitchell; motor- 
shed, Horbury Bridge, for Messrs. Smith & Horsfall. 

LAMBETH.—The B.C. proposes to reconstruct the 
defective sewer at Sellon Mews, Newport-street, at an 
estimated cost of £337.—The late Colonel C. Ford has 
left £200 to the London County Council for a fountain 
or work of art or other useful Or ornamental adjunct 
in the Archbishop’s Park, Lambeth. 

LEAKE.—The R.D.C. has instructed the clerk to make 
enquiries into the housing question in the district, and 
report. 

Luton.—The T.C. has adopted the draft town- 
planning scheme approved by the Housing Committee 
in 1914, and has forwarded it to the Luton R.D.C. and 
the Bedfordshire C.C. for their observations. After 
discussion, the number of houses to be allowed to the 
acre has been fixed at fifteen. 

MANCHESTER.—The T.C. will be asked at an early 
date to sanction a scheme for meeting the future 
growth in the demand for water; also to authorise the 
promotion of a Bill in Parliament seeking powers for 
acquiring additional gathering ground, and for the 
construction of necessary works in connection therewith. 

MARGAM.—The R.D.C. has instructed its clerk 
to write to Messrs. Baldwins, Ltd., asking them what 
steps they intend to take to provide housing accom- 
modation for the workmen who will be employed at 
their new works at Taibach. 

MAXWELLTOWN.—The T.C. has adopted a housing 
scheme, to be proceeded with as soon as circumstances 
permit. 

OSSETT.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Addition to 
house, Runtling-lane, for Mr. H. Smith; addition to 
three cottages, Tately-lane, Gawthorpe, for Mr. C. 
Brook; extension to grindling place at mill, Healey- 
road, for Mr. E. Hepworth; cow-shed and piggeries, 
Mason-road, for Mr. Alfred Ellis. 

PopLaAR.—Drainage applications approved by B.C. : 
At 60, Bow-road, for Mr. John Slade; at Crown 
Chemical Works, Three Mile-lane, for Mr. C. R. Price ; 
at corner of Furze-street and Hawgood-street for 
Messrs. C. Yates & Co.; at 2A, Mellish-street, for 
Messrs. H. Hooper & Co. The borough engineer has 
been instructed to proceed with the repair of the 
chimney shaft at Bow Baths. 

PORTSMOUTH.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Smoke loft 
Eldon-street, Messrs. G. F. Smith & Co., for Mr. G. 
Quintenbourne ; additions, 117, Albert-road, for Mr. 
E. J. Egerton. 

ST. HELEN’S.—Plans approved by T.C.: Extension to 
ironworks, Baxter’s-lane, for Kenyon Ironworks Co., 
Ltd.; kitchen and pantry, Chancery-lane and Evelyn- 
street, for Mr. W. Hartley ; jam factory, Blackbrook- 
road, for Mr. J. Callon; dining room and latrines, 
off Newton-road, for the Broths Electric Detonator 
Co., Ltd. 

SHREWSBURY.-—Ihe T.C. has considered the pur- 
chase of a site for a new Guild Hall for the borough 
in consequence of the Council having, by the terms of 









[May 24, 1918. 


agreement with the County Council, to give up their 
share in the existing Shire Hall. They recommended 
that an offer of £6,000 be made for Newport House’and 
grounds, which abut on the Severn. The house was 
built in the time of the Georges as the town house in 
Shrewsbury of the Earls of Bradford. If the offer is 
accepted the Finance Committee was authorised t; 

proceed with the purchase. A scheme for the erection 
of 300 houses in the district has been approved by th. 
Shrewsbury R.D.C., and also a town-planning schem 

for a district in the vicinity of the new works neai 
Ditherington. 

STAFFORD.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Additions to 
works for Universal Grinding Wheel Co. ; new stables, 
sheds, &c., Gaol-road, for Mr. A. E. Haywood. 

StocKton.—The Housing and Town Planning 
Committee has decided that a housing scheme for 
the erection of at least 1,000 houses shall be embarked 
upon at the conclusion of hostilities, and the deputy 
borough engineer has been instructed to report upon 
suitable sites. Twelve houses to the acre are suggested 

STRANRAER.—It was stated at the last meeting of 
the T.C. that, owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
material and labour, the Admiralty are not disposed 
to erect houses for ship-workers. The Housing 
Committee thinks enough local labour would ty 
available to erect 20 to 25 houses, and their views are 
to be put before the Admiralty. 

SupBuRY.—The T.C. has given permission to Messrs. 
W. Armes & Sons to lay a new surface drain along 
Lady-lane to their factory. 

SWAFFHAM.—The R.D.C. has asked the Housing 
Committee to make inquiries as to sites for the building 
of further cottages in the parishes of South Pickenham. 
Foulden, and Hilborough, after the war. 

SWANSEA.—The T.C. has decided to proceed wit! 
the scheme for the erection of 500 houses for th 
working-classes, on the Corporation estate at Tow 
Hill, at an estimated cost of £200,000. These, it is 
proposed, will be let at from 10s. to 11s. 6d. a week. 

SWINDON.—Plans passed by T.C.: Office, East 
street, for Swindon Co-operative Society ; extension « 
premises, 73, Cricklade-road, for Mr. H. R. Banwel! 
house, Marlborough-road, for Mr. J. J. Brown. 

THETFORD.—The R.D.C. has appointed a committ: 
to go into the question of the provision of houses for 
the working classes. 

WEsTON.—The late Sir Walter Gray of Oxford, has 
left £500 for a public hall at Weston. 

WOLVERHAMPTON.—The T.C. has authorised th 
Housing Committee to take all necessary steps to 
proceed at once with the Green-lane housing schem: 
subject to a satisfactory contribution by the Gover 
ment towards the cost being obtained. This involv: 
the building of 60 houses at once, though a larg: 
number will be required after the war, and the con- 
mittee is endeavouring to get an option of some sites.¥ 

WOMBWELL.—The U.D.C. have adopted a schem 
for the erection of about six hundred houses in King’s- 
road, Wombwell, and Cemetery-road, Jump, and 
Hemingfield, the land having been already acquired 
fcr the purpose. The scheme is on a basis of twenty 
houses to the acre; 20 per cent. four-roomed, 60) 
per cent. five-roomed, and 20 per cent. six-roomed. 

Worksop.—Plans passed by T.C.: Alterations to 
premises, Potter-street, for Mr. H. Wells-Smith. 


FIRES. 
3ATLEY.—As the result of a fire the woollen mill of 
Messrs. Brooke, Wilford & Co., has been destroyed 
the damage being estimated at £40,000. 

EASTROURNE.—The Beach Sanitary Laundry has 
been practically totally destroyed by fire, the damage 
being estimated at £10,000. 

GLASGOW.—Damage to the extent of £2,000 has 
been done by fire to the three-storey tenement at 9°, 
Stanmore-road, Mount Florida. 

HAWICK.—Damage estimated at £3,000 has been 
done by fire at the hosiery manufacturing premises of 
William Lockie & Co. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—A fire has occured on the 
premises of the Blazo Fire Lighting Co., whereby th: 
dipping-room was destroyed. 

THIRSK.—Upsall Castle, the residence of Mr. E. R. 
Turton, M.P., has been destroyed by fire. The man- 
sion, which was erected by Mr. Turton’s father on the 
site of the mediaeval castle ——— for hundreds of 
years by the Lords Scrope, of Marsham and Upsall, 
was a building in the Gothic style on a hillside four 
miles to the north-east of Thirsk. 





Established 1847. Tel.: NORTH 856. 


M.& R.MOORE, 


MERCHANTS AND WORKERS IN 


MARBLE & GRANITE. 


Exterior and Interior Decorations, Monu- 

mental Work and Shopfittings ef every 

description. Trade supplied with Rough and 

Sawn Material, Scantlings, Curbs, Slabs, etc. 
at the owest prices. 


TIMES WHARF, NEW NORTH RD., N. 





Telegrams. 


Telephone, 
“SMEEDEAN, SITTINGBOURNE.” 


91 SITTINGBOURNE. 


SMEED, DEAN « G® L® 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


$.D. sexo CEMENT ... BRICKS, 


AND FLINT MERCHANTS. 


SITTINGBOURNE. 

















™ HELLIWELL 


** PERFECTION” SYSTEM 


PATENT GLAZING. 


Works: BRIGHOUSE, YORKS. 
Lendos Offiee: 11, VioroRié ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
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Our Standard Slabs: 
14, 2, 24, 23, 34, 4, 44 & Oin. thick, 


MURIBLOC (Partition Slabs), LTD. 


CONCRETE PARTITION AND BUILDING SLABS. 
REINFORCED LINTOLS, FIXING BRICKS, RADIS SLABS, Etc, 7@P20De: Battersea 1822. 
SPECIAL FORMS OR SLABS CAST TO DRAWINGS ON SHORTEST NOTICE. 
BRITISH PORTLAND CEMENT AND CLEAN HARD CLINKER. 

WEIGHT-TAKING., 


FIRE-RESISTI 
Registered Offices and Wo 


PRINCE’S WHARF 


WANDSWORTH 


Telegrams: ‘‘ Muribloc, Wandsworth.” 


NG. VERMIN-PROOF. 


rks: 
Contractors to Admiralty, War 
Oftice, H.M. Office of Works, etc. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS. 





(Owing to the exceptional circumstances which 
prevail at the present time, prices of materiais 
should be confirmed by inquiry. Since our last issue 
several prices have been revised—Ed, | 
*,* Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. 


BRICKS, &c, 


Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames. £ oe d. 
Dest GHEE 9460455655500 ceenretsoeagie - 216 © 
Picked Stocks for Facings ...............- 315 0O 
Per 1000, Delivered at Railway Depot, London. 
cs & £ s. d. 
Flettons ...... 23 0 Best Blue 
Best areham Pressed Staf- 
ROE ss0ccatin 40 0 fordshire ... 610 0 
Best ted Do. Bullnose .. 615 0 
‘ressed Rua- Best Stour- 
on Facing... 6 0 O bridge Fire 


@xoins, Bull- one End .... 22 17 
1ose and 44in. Splays and 
2 eee 3786 Squints..... 19 17 
(ilazed bricks priced at so much each, 25 per cent. 
vance on list. 
Second Quality, £1 per —_ less than best. 
a. 


eae 5 0 

CLAZED Bricks— 

Lost White, D’ble Str’tch’rs 20 7 6 
vory, and D’ble. Headers 17 7 6 
it Glazed One Side and 
tretechers .. 1417 6 two Ends .. 21 7 6 

Header. os. 14 7 6 Two Sides and 5 

6 


8. 
umes Ballast ........ 11 90 peryard, delivered 
I BO vi<c0c0dseuaew 13 0 
anes Band .. vcccves _ 2 miles 
s+ Washed Sand ...... | ae radius 
Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
CMON 2.0 cc ceseeccce fe 2 ae ton. 
“Per ton, delivered. 
. a) £.s. d. 
t Portland Cement ...... 218 0 , a ae 


bo. £2 Lls. Od. alongside in 80-ton iots. 

rocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 

st Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 0O 0 at rly. depot. 
'E.—The cement or lime is exclusive of the ordinary 
harge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s, 3d. 
ach and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
ondition within three months. 


(rey Stone Lime ...... 47s. Od. per ton delivered. 
uurbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


LATH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at 8. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube...... 1 7 
». do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Eims, L. & 8.W.R., per ft. cube .......... 1 8} 
» do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 
Cn EES Oe EE Ee OSE hare) et 1 9} 


RTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks. at 
Nine Elms. L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Mileage Station 


Saf Peer rere ree 2 103 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
stations, por £6. CURDS... 606.006 scecsscen< 2 113 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Notr.—#d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 


erage. 

it ANDOM BLocKs—Per Ft. Cube, delivered at Rly.Dpot. 
s. d. s. d. 

Aneasterin blocks 2 0 Closeburn Red 

Beer in blocks... 1 7 Freestone ...... 22 


Grinshill in blocks 2 4 Red & White Mans- 


Darley Dale in fieldrandom block 2 9 
BE ccccsees 3 6 Yellow Magnesian 
Limestone do.do 3 3 
YORK STONE—Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. . & 
Seappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 5 10 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

30 ft. CC rer Perkt.Super 4 6 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ........ = 410 
} in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 2 0 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 

(random SiZes) .....-+seeee $e600s08 - se. 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ....... seis a ie 
HARD YORK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 

Scappled random ee eer Per Ft.Cube 5 5 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to —_ mal ler 40ft. 
SUPCT.) 2.2 e eee e cece cree eeee Per Ft.Super 4 2 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... ” 4 6 
in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 1 11 
2 in. self-faced random flags ........ - 0 10 
Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from oman or £ s.d 
Staffordshire district....... ibn pecdes » OM Ss 

Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 337 § 
Ornamental ditto ........--.6- senen ews no” ave 2 
Hip and valley tiles (per RE -Ancekiewes » & FF 


Per 1,000 of 1,200 
SLATES. f.o.r. London. 


£ s. d. 

Best Blue Bangor Slates, 20 by 10........ 16 10 0 

9 9” o a ff Peer ere 8 10 0O 

First quality a. og ee , 8:8 2 

& ss kh POO 8 2 6 

Best Blue Portmadoc Se Oe OP weenes « 20610 © 

~ Soa Ree aries 810 0 

First quality ,, SO BF BO .ccccces 1 FG G 

” ” 16 by 8 712 6 
WOOD. 


Softwood stocks 
controlicd = by _—si tthe 
Director of 
Materials, conse- 
quently prices must 
be withdrawn 


BEsTt BUILDING REDWOOD. 
Imported sizes. 
Deals: 4in. by 12in., 4 in. 

by 1lin., 3in. by 11in., 
4 in. by 9 in., and 2 in. 
A eee 
sin. by 9 in., pd 9in., 
and 2 in. by 9 ER. cccces 


THE BUILDER. 


WOOD (Continued). 


BEST BUILDING REDWOOD. ) 
Battens: 2in., 2$in., and 


3in. by Sin. ........ 

2 ". 24 in., and 2in. by 
7 in.. 

2 in. oF i in., and 3 in. ‘by 

ie capes aad dake 


Scantlings: 2in. by 3 in., 
2in. by 34in., 2 in. by 
4in., 2 in. by 44 in. 

3 in. by 4in., and 3 in. by 
Sided dataxeke bens 

Boards: 1lin., 1}in., and 

1} in. by 6 in. and 7 in. 
Dir 54s 4sebues d400ss 

RRS ere 

Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average ..... 

Do. 6 in. to 10 in. 


Best Pitch Pine Deals 
Under 2 in. thick ......... 
JOINERS’ Woop 
White Sea First Quality 

Red: 4in. by ll in... 
3in. by llin., and 2 in. 


_ 7) ere ’ : : " 
4in. by 9in. .... Softwood stocks 
3in. by 9in., and 2¢in. | controlled by the 

Pde, oe ee : 


3in. by llin. boards .. \ Director of 
7 in. and 8 in. battens we : 
7 in. and 8 in. boards ... Matersals, conse- 
Are hangel White Deals— 
Best 3in. by 9in. and 
10 in. and llin. ..... 
Seconds, Ss 6h-<e60000 
US. BAGS 2. .cccccss 
Prepared Floorings and 
Matchings. Seconds 
Swedish Red and equal— 
ljin. by 6$in. planed 


quently prices must 
be withdrawn, 


CS DNS siccusescus 
lyin. by 64in. planed 
and matched ........ 
lin. by 64 in. planed and 
er ee 


lin. by 64 in. planed and 
a ee 
Zin. by 64in. planed, 
matched, and beaded, 
22 ere 
lin. by 64in. do.,...... 
Columbian or Oregon Pine, 
best quality ......... 
Yellow Pine—First regular 
Tn. 26666 s6 ea 6e ee 
Oddments ............ 
Seconds, regular sizes 
COGGMIONES ..ncccccscves 
Kauri Pine—Planks per ft 





cde evikdwentes y 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 

super, asinch ....... 02 0 0 2 6 
# in. do. do. 01 6 0 2 0 


Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 

Tabasco, per ft. super, 
ae a © x 0 3 0 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... @®?2? 6... 0 3 6 

Dry Walnut, American, per 
ft. super, asinch ..... oS 8 6 «. 0 3 0 


French, * Italian,’ Walnut S &- B-<2 0 5 0 
Teak, per load (Rangoon or 
EOE 0005005 Le i] P 
Do. do. (Java) ...... 5° 7° ) oF 6 
American Whitewood 
planks, per ft. cube .. . ew @ os 1:10 0 
Glue, per ewt. ........... 600 .. 615 O 
METALS. 
JOISTS, GIRDERS, &e. 
Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary, 
sections, basis price ...... 
Plain_ Compound Girders, 
ordinary sections ........ Prices controlled 


Plain Compound Stanchions 
Angies, Tees, and Channels, 
ordinary sections ........ 
TE ED Sachunses ennis 
Cast Iron Columns and 
Stanchions, plain ordinary 
PR cnttes assessed 
WrovuGHt-IkON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 
Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in. 2} in. to 6 in. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes. Fittings. 
Peer ere mae 1 ss 4if 424 


- by the Ministry 
of Munitions. 





WOE secccccces B14 374 .... 36} 40 
SN Sicbesenes 26} Be cove SE 374 
Galvanised Gas .. 13% Se save 208 35 
9 Water 5 a <icx 323 
Steam ljonm 27... 23 30 


London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock  :... hes, 
Pipes ecated. angies. stuck angles 


L.C.C. Som PIPES— 


8. 8. ad. s. d. 
2in. peryd.in6fts.. 3 4 oe £8 3 60 
24 in. 9 =e ae +. 2 a 3 9 
3 in. oo a Bow 3 0 4 6 
34 in. ae co SS 3.9 5 3 
4 in. 5 9 4 3 . 6 0 
RAIN- WATER "Pipes, ‘&C. Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angles. stock angles 
ae. & a -s /. 2 
2in, per yd.in 6fts. plain 2 5 : 8 «« 38 
_ Yao ” ss (sw & © 
3 in. i ” o 3 i as oe 
3¢ in. an a SS eae oS are 2. 
4 in. a es 26. «<«. &. = 


L.C.C. DRAIN PIPE ES,—9 ft. lengths. London Prices. 
4in., 7s. Od. .. Sin. 8s. 6d. .. 6in.. 10s. Od. 
— ten in Londyn. 


[IRoN— £ d. £8. ¢. 
Common Bars ........ 16 10 0 to 17.0 0 
St°‘fordshire Crown Bars - 

,od merchant quality 1610 0 .. 1710 0 
Staffordshire ‘ Marked 

tt”! stteccsaee Gee DD wo E28 36 

Mild Steel Bars ........ 21 0 0 .. 2110 O 
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METALS (Continued). 
Per ton in London. 
@ "2 a -<& So. a 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price wa ew wes 
Hoop Iron, ans sis price 2010 0 .. 2110 O 
ial vanised ae. @ @ ies —_ 
Sheet Iron ‘Blac kh— 
Ordinary sizes to 20g... 23 0 0 .. 2310 O 
Mm » 24g... 24 0 0 ., 2410 0 
al kas. ws VM ws OD SG 
Sheet Iron, Galv yanised flat, ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. by 


2 ft. to3 ft. to 20g... oe DBD es — 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. 

en 34 0.0 .. 3410 O 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 O .. 3610 O 

Sheet Iron, Galvanised, flat, be st quality— 
Ordinary sizes to 20g... 3510 0 ., _ 
i » 22g. and 

Be Ui. Nankseectnnees 36 0 0 .. _ 

Ordinary sizes to 26g... 39 0 O ,. — 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. to 
errr S 33 0 O , 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and Nominal 
WOM Savskecnccve 33.10 0 pee tag 
Ordinary sizes, 26g. .... 32 10 O only. 
Best Soft steel Sheets, 6 ft. 

by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 

ere 528 @ «cs —_ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g 

ee $6435 8 cv _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26 g. 26 10 O oe 
Cut Nails, 3in.to6 in. .... 22 00.. 00 6 

(Under 3 in., usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London, 

LEAD—Sheet, English, 4 |b. 5s & 

BR GD. waccaveviesa 3810 O ee = 
ay Y fT eee ms OD ss _ 
oc hh Te UE er ee 42 0 0 — 
COMPS DINO scaccdecse 422 00... _ 

NoTe—Country delivery, 203. per ton extra ; lots under 


5 ewt., 1s. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s. 
ewt. extra, Orders for over 1 ewt. Sheet Lead or 
Pipe, or 28 lbs. Solder should be accompanied by a 
certificate or licence, which can be obtained from the 
Director of Materials [A.N.2(E)], Hotel Victoria,S.W. 
Smaller quantities than the above can be obtained 
by makinga written declaration to the Manufacturer 
or Merchant that the metal is wanted for urgent 
renewals or repairs, and giving the name of the job 
for which it is required. 


CopPEnR— 
Strong Sheet ....per Ib. 0: 8 = 
Thin i ceee” ve ’s @. 5a _ 
Copper nails .... is 2 3 «a — 
Copper wire .... 4, ees 8 «w a 
rin—EKuglish Ingots ,, ‘oa 2 ae —_ 
SOLDER — Plumbers’ ei 01 8 ° —_ 
rinmen’s........ 022 ° —_ 
Blowpipe ...... 02 4 — 
GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZkS AND IN SQUARES LN ORDINARY SIZES, 
Per Ft er Ft, 
15 oz. fourths .... 7d 32 oz. fourths 10d, 
ar 74a. a 6606 ae lle 
21 ,, fourths .... Tid  Fluted,Obscured and 
pp SE weienen Sid. Enamelled Sheet, 
26 ,. fourths .. . 83d. 15 oz. 74d. 
sa, CREE oc aciasx 94d. 21 ,, 84d. 


Extra price according to size and substance for 
squares cut from stock, and only small quantities can 
be supplied without an A Certificate. 

ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE LN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 
Fe er rere TerrrT 5d. 
vs Rough aero and rough cast plate.......... ojd. 
t Rough rowed and rough cast plate........ - * 


Figured Koiled, Oxtord Rotled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 


ek err rT ee 64d. 
PCO, TENCE ook cccecececseseseseosess te 
ee ee eee seeecesevece Sed. 
White Rolled Cathedral... ...cccccccccsce 5¢d. 
Vinted oo: . .. wexeade TT TT TTT T 6d. 
PAINTS, &e. £8. d. 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes...... per gallon 0 5 8 
” ” » in barrels.... ae 05 9 
= rd » in drums .... ‘ 0 6 0 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... nes 0 6 0 
- in drums .... ae 0 6 3 
“Orders for these oils must be accompanied by @ 
certificate from the Ministry of Food (Oil and Fat De- 
partment), St. Steyhen’s House, Westminster, 5.W.1, 
Turpéntine in barrels .......... ~ 01l 3 
ee 011 6 


Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 54 0 0 
(In not less than 5 ewt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
‘ Blackfriars,” ‘‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 Ib. tins) not 
less than 5 ewt. lota..per ton delivered 74 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per ton 42 0 O 
Orders for White and Red Lead and any Paint con- 
taining Lead must be accompanied by a certificate 
or licence, which can be obtained from the Director 
of Materials [A.N. 2 (E.)], Hotel Victoria, 5.W. 


eoooo 


Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt. 017 6 
FROG. cv vacccsavesveccecees*s per cwt. 0 4 0 
Per gallon. 
VARNISHES, &c. as & 
Se TEE g.cvccdesbuevesanckessesdes 012 0 
ON ee eee eee ovenene 014 0 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak.......ccccccess 016 6 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ........... » O86 © 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
eer eT Tere coos OES 
Fine Elastic Carriage ......cccccee cosvces. © 
Superfine Pale Elastic pind ccscceccce 8 1S 
Fine Pale Maple ......... vescssoocoeses OF BB 
Finest Pale Durable Copal.....ccccceseese 1 O 
Di Tet SG § 5occcecewoeseseowee 1 40 
EE DME ececccesevecdsccscossssn 8 DB FP 
Wel Tue DONE § csdosesesesacsosners 2 8 © 
Extra Pale Paper..... Néocconsosseonssessn SS 
Best Japan Gold Size ........... intimes 2 = 
DG LCE sunecscnsesenceosssons Oe © 
Oak and Mahogany Stain ......cccccssese 912 O 
DE DE acdepscebusaseeséess eon VID @ 
Berlin Black..... (rebeastseceesorneessse TH FD 
SE “a0566n644600% apacbeccesceseoe 5.50 9 
French and Brush Polish — scoscescovccncscs S&S FO © 
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TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “‘ The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted. t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


GLASGOW.—For smooth paving a number of 
streets and maintenance, for the Corporation :— 
TW. G. Walker & Son: £11,400 for first cost and 
maintenance for one year; and £4,280 for 
maintenance for an additional 9 years. 





GLASGOW.—For supvly of stores for the Sewage 
Disposal Department of the Corporation :— 


Messrs. Johnstons, Ltd.: Lime for Dalmarnock 
(12 months). 

Messrs. Johnstons, Ltd.: Lime for Dalmuir 
(12 months). 

Messrs. Johnstons, Ltd.: Time for Shieldhall 


(12 months). 
Coltness Iron Co., Ltd.: Cement (12 months). 
Thomas Hill & Co.: Iron Castings (6 months). 
Marks & Johnston: Oi!s (6 months). 


J. & D. Hamilton: Paints and Varnishes 
(6 months). 

Jos. Findlay & Co.: Cotton Waste (3 months). 

William lLandell: Iron, Ironmongery, ec. 


(12 months). 
Mowat & Miller: Hardwood (6 months). 
John Todd & Son: Ropes and Twines (6 months). 
R. L. Paterson & Co.: Glass (6 months). 
Alexander Frew & Co.: Bricks and Fireclay 
Goods as months). 
LONDON —For enate of York 
— Borough Council :— 
« SrOONS & BONE oie cc ccccss 





stone to the 


£312 10 0 





LONDON.—For the supply of (a) 5,900 fir wood- 





paving blocks; and (b) 5,000 elm blocks, for the 
Lambeth Borough Council :— 
*(a) Improved Wood Paving Co... £110 0 0 
MT eS CEE anda nckiecccneuws £100 0 0 
LONDON.—Supply of 440 tons of 2in. broken 
granite for the Westminster City Council :— 
*Mountsorrel Granite Co. ...... £355 13 4 





MALDON.—For tar painting roads, for the Maldon 
Town Council :— 


*Johnson & Son: at 2;4d. per square yard. 








ELECTRIC LIGHT. ELECTRIC POWER. 


MALCOLM & ALLAN, Ltd., 


499, Eglinton St.. GLASGOW; 17, North St. 
Andrew St., EDINBURGH ; Goschen Buildings, 
12, Henrietta Street, Strand, LONDON, W.C.2.. 
Specialists in Electric Light Installations. 
Large Selection Electric Motors always in stock. 
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE. 














Apply to 
SILVERED GLASS James Clark & Son, 


LIMITED, 

Railway Arches, 
BlackfriarsRd.,London,S.E} 
Our Silvering Process is the 

| of the latest scientific 
mechanical inventions. 

White. brilliant, and  ex- 
tremely durable. 


BELLS.CASTINGS. —. 
BRAZING SOLDER,’ = ~~ 
Er tTe METALS. @ARR 





With or without Black, 
White, or Mahogany Beads 











AME PLATES. <> Sick 
Send for i 





THE BUILDER. 


PATENTS, 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED. * 


114,766.—P. 8S. Hanton: Mixing valve for 
steam-heaied water-supply systems. 

114,782.—W. H. G. Spindler: Door checking 
or cushioning devices. 

114,784.—W. A. Wilson: Tap or regulator. 

114,794.—A. A. J. Deckers : Process for the 
manufacture of cement from blast furnace slag. 

114,797.—G. Anderson and Leyland & Bir- 
mingham Rubber Co. : Paving blocks for road- 
ways. 


114,807.—Benham & Sons and C. R. Allensby : 
Steam-heated radiators. 

114,808.—C. Wright and Johnson & Wright : 
Domestic and the like fire-places. 

114,882.—G. Nelson and A. J. Shaw: 
channel snow plough. 

114,884.—W. Palliser : 

114,886.—P. Jolnerkevitch: 
of wood and the like. 


Street 


Portable buildings. 
Impregnation 


114,897.—D. Jolley: Heating and cooling 
apparatus for buildings. ; 
114,917.—W. Starley: Furniture and like 


castors. 
114,984.—H. K. Dyson: 


* All these Fr are now in the stage in which 
—— te the grant of Patents upon them may be 
made. 


Fireproof floors. 





Suez Canal Bridged. 

It is stated that the Railway Administration 
of Cairo announces the completion of the swing 
bridge over the Suez Canal at Kantara, with the 
result that since May 15 there has been direct 
railway service from Cairo to Palestine. 

Dunkeld Cathedral. 

The Duke of Atholl has intimated that he is 
prepared to present Dunkeld Cathedral to the 
nation, following the recent example of Lord 
Glenconner in the case of Dryburgh Abbey and 
the Duke of Buccleuch in the case of Melrose 
Abbey. 


dd, ETRIDGE, J" 


SLATE MERCHANTS, 


EXPERTS. IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


STRIPPING AND RELAYING. 


Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 
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‘AUSTRIAN 


and RIGA. 


FIRST-CLASS, MILD GRAINED, DRY 


WAINSCOT OAK. 


J. GLIKSTEN & SON, Ltd. 


Carpenter's Road, Stratford, E. 


















Sues Ly Maas. | 


Teleorams: 
\ “Gliksten, Strat, Londea.- Bastern 8771 








THE oe 


LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE 


FIRE 


INSURANGE GOMPANY 
pt — 





£3,497,074 
£4,078,996 


Premiums - - 
Reserve Funds - 


FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 
ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS. 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, ' 


MARINE. 


45, Dale Street, Liverpoo!. 
Head Offices | 155" Leadenhall Street. E.C. 





Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallie Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. G. F. Glenn), Office, Moorgate 
Station Chambers, Moorfields, E.C. 2—The best 
and cheapest materials for dampcourses, railway 
arches, warehouse floors, flat roofs, stables, cow- 
sheds and milk-roems, gramaries, tun-rooms, 
and terraces. Asphalte Cemtractors to Forth 
Bridge Co. 





JOINERY, 


Of every description and in any kind of Wood. 


CHAS. E. ORFEUR, Lto., 
ESTIMATES COLNE BANK WORKS, 
ON APPLICATION. co LC H ESTE R. 


Telephone: 0196. Telegrams: ‘ Oxfeur, Colchester 



































Je ewe. wi 

oe XEREEREERG ES = |} ARE 

cl » ff o 7 

TANKS, and FRED“BRABY<, Gi Bits aa 

CYLINDERS TANK MAKERS 3 ; BRAND. 
su MONDON, | ~~ 











TELEPHONE ¢ 
Museum 3032 ¢ Mines, 





Chief Offices: 352 to 364, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W. 1. 
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